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REVEREND BaeTHREN, 


Take the liberty of preſenting 
to you the following Diſcourſes, 


preached, in my appointed courſe, 
on or near the great Feſtivals of I 
our Church. 5 | £ * 7 | 
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and debility of ſpirits, which diſ- 
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been wy tin, and. with 


[ TY by +1 . 
dt o thib end of generals ifi 
ien I have for the iſe of the 
younger port of che Ohureh, added 
1 Nr 


Lord's Supper; written many years 
ſink; for the private inſtruction of 


a near and very dear Relation, and 
adapted, as well as 1 could judge, 
to the tenderneſs of. her years: I 
hope it will p prove equally uſeful to 

other young minds, till time ſhall 

ripen them to further inftrudtion. 
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dong va alſe it may Au others, 
that T am not forgetful of my duty 
to every Member of the Church; 
and though my infirmities have 
© Weaken'd' my mind, and chill'd 
my endeavours, yet is my heart 
Aill warm in the cauſe of our 
Holy 
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Wr On the Incarnation Gr W 
Hex. ii. 16. For verily He took not on bim be 


Nature of Ange but He 2 on bim the Seed 
of Abra Mg * Page 1 


16 SERMON. II. | 
on the Nativity of Cnxisr. 


Marr. i. 22, 23. Now all this aA I that 
it might K fulfilled which was ſpoken of the 
Lord by the prophet, ſaying, —Bebhold, a virgin 
hall be wilh child, and fall: bring forth a ſon, 
and they ſhall call his name . , which 
os, wes han is, Godwith us. p. 17 


S8 ER MON II. — 

4 On the Humility of unis. 

Parte, li- 53 6, 7, 8. Let this mind be 1 
which was alſo+ in Chriſt Jeſus: Who being in 
"the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 

equal with God: But 2's bimelf ＋ no repu- 
tation, and took upon him the form of a ſervant, 
and was made in the likensſs of man: And bei 
found in faſhion as a man, He humbled bimſelf 
and. became e unto death, even the death of 

the oſs, ** rn? 1 p. 33 
N SERMON IV. : 

On the Suffering and Death of Cun1sT. 

1 Con. ii. 2. T determined not to know any thing 
among you, ſave Feſus Chriſt, and his cruci- 
. p. 49 
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Fab ele He took not an, bim the Ava | 

8 f Angels, 5 He, took on him the Seed 

- of Alraban. k 155 alto | 
0 N Sich 1 Ni 50 155 Wen 
HIS. tranſlation. gives us ſome- S ERM. 

1 | what | different fenſe tg that 1. 
which ibo original ſeechs to carrygwhich 
the-/Frandators' | have expreſſed in the 
margin of our | Bibles 5, yet ſuch a one, 
as ſeams | 0. aſſiſt our thoughts in un- 
r eee 
literal tranſlation; ſor although the ate 
tributes of merey and love are moſt 
amazingly illuſtrated, in that this, Divine 
Perſon the Sam ur Ward: of: Gad Huld Z 
become the Saviour gf Men, not Angeli, 

r B | taking 


g not: 35¹ 7 Ae en 
"7 1 Hbrobam; making. them alone his 
" peculiar pharge, in preference of - beings | 
of: ſo exalted a nature; yet, as the words 
given in our comman tranſlation do in- 
clude all this, and ſtill exalt the theme of 
our Praiſe. and wonder, by ſpecifying the 

cans through which He wrought for us 
[revs great Salvation, in bat He taoł not 
on bim the Nature of Angels, but the Seed 
of Abraham, and thereby our mortality, 
with all its conſequential infirmities, ſin 
only excepted; TI think the preference 
may juſtly be given to this, venere the 


5 marginal tranſlation. e oft 
Before I enter on We abject; 1 
not but take notice of the Ae 0 
propriety which the Apoſtle uſes, in incul- 


cating this doctrine of the Incarnation - 
He was writing to the converts of his 


donn —_ 4 be er eee 


eee — Jewiſh. — der 
the eſtabliſhment of that more excellent 
Lato, or Covenant of Faith, of which 
Chriſt war Mediator. This was a tender 
"” to handle with his- country-men, 
* though 


3 
Chridkanss and lch ra. 
a one; as the chief of ri th; e ee 3 
elf could not; wWähout 4 firaele, be — 
brought t relinquiſh. * Gteat: manage- 
ment was required to enforee its reaſon- 
ableneſo, ſo as not to give offence and 
awaken prejudices, which the intent of 
writing this epiſtle was to remove. He 

therefore introduces whatſoever may ſerve 

to take away the offence, and be a means 
to reconeile them to the doctrine pro- 
poſed: Thus, in the particular paſſage 

before us, he having ſaid, that our Lord 

root not on bim the nature of Angels ; al- 
though it was more obvious to have op- 

poſed the whole human ſpecies to the 
"Angelic Order, and to have ſaid; he took 

upon him the nature of Man, yet the 
Apoſtle ſhews his addreſs, in confining 

the oppoſition to his own nation; as it 

intifnated a preference” to the Sced of 
Abraba , ſuperior at leaſt to all 'other 
_ "nations Whritſeoven] But further; as rhey 

were the "peculiar people of God, (for 

170 them were ibe Promi er, and to them Rom. ix. 
Pertuined the Ghry ry, and the Covenants © 
and” of whom, © as" concerning tbe fleſh, | 
gens? B 2 11 
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Genokis 
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24. 


Heb. i. 3. 


mit the. Oppofition between the-nature 


this nicety, is again viſſhle in che very in- 
troduction of his ſubject. The Leu 
Prigſtbood was to be abrogated for ever, to 


+ Entienation-of On mary 
Mis a "Y ee e eee e 
view .the--peculiar- dignity and preher 
minener ef his o. nation above all 
others, it has a peculiar prepriery, to 


of Men and Angels to the Seed of 


Fung! adobe becauſe the promiſes were 


made to Aralam, that in his Seri all 
nations of: the earth ſhould: be bleſſed: His 
{kill and addreſs in managing a point of 


make way for the unchangeable Prieftbood 
of the Meſſiah, who entered, not into the .boly 
Places made with hands, but into Heaven 
ifelf, nom to appear in the preſence of Gon 


Joer us, — What a thread of argument 
runs throughout this whole epiſtle, to 
evince the wiſdom and neceſſity of this 


change! And, with what a becoming 


dignity does the Apoſtle introduce it, by 


firſt repreſenting the inconceivable glory 
of the perfon, by whom alone the; Aard- 
nical Prieſthood was ſuperſeded | Noleſs 
than the Son of God himſelf, Hein of ail 
Yi, by whom He ad the worlds : tbe 

| > TOR” 


Wee —— pay veg abro«- 
gates their Law z and that, by: fulfilling 


it, and changes their Prieſthood ; or ra- 
ther makes it unchungeable, by aſſuming 
it himſelf, carrying it into the higheſt 


Heaven, and exerciſing it as our great 
Ws 2 — even at che right n | 


Gd i— At a Yes „ .4Yv4 * 4300 EG Ga 


We have Hlaleſocd«baborting the l 


e that poffibly can be, the In- 


carnation of the Son of God, and the 


conſequent Redemption of Mankind; zo 

them who. believe, the Wiſdom and Pouer 
God; but to tbem tbat periſp, Fooliſb- 
eſe. The good man will ſee the con- 


formity of the Goſpel diſpenſation with 
thoſe Divine Attributes, and receive. with 


meekneſs that word which the licen- 
tous and profane make the ſubject of 
their raillery and ſcorn: Yet. it ſhould, 


in all. reaſon, check the boldneſs. of pro- 


dare to treat ſo.ugworthily,. but that the 
mercy and goodneſs of God, the humi- 


iy and diſintereſted love of a dying 


N 83 . ' - Yavieur, 


1. Siet, views no e es — 
dicule: Is there any thing contem | 
in humility” and lobe, erereiſed by che 
moſt exalted Being; or is mercy and 
goodneſs. leſs to be revereneed, becauſe 
extended to the vileſt ſinners? No ſurely; 
and if ever God ſhall move their hearts 
to appear before his Throne of Grace, 
the Spirit of God will direct them berter, 
and they will know that God's greateſt 
Glory is his Mercy; and that we never 
can expreſs our thoughts more ſuitably: 
do the Majeſty of his Nature, than when 
we acknowledge him more ready ta bear 
than we to pray, and wont to give more 
. than' either we defire or deſerve. 
But though the Incarnation of tbe Son 
"oh God be no ſubject for raillery and 
ſcorn, yet it may in very well- diſpoſed 
minds occaſion ſome heſitation: The 
inconceiveable dignity of the Penn who 
took upon him the Seed ef Abrabam, and 
the lowneſs and uileneſs of that nature 
which he aſſumed —low in compariſon. 
of his: o, in man's firſt — + 
ſtill lower by ſin and diſobedience ;— 
"wp are Poon that will, with dim 


culty, 


On tbe Incarnation i CH RAST\ 


culty,: be underſtood, or made reconcile- 
ahle to our weak apprehenſions- 5 fry}. 
ſent,. more perfect inſight into 


ture, vhich extends the viſible crea» 
tion almoſt to infinite, wherein ſun riſes 
upon ſun,” world upon world; and that 
reaſonable and - well-founded concluſion 
from thence, that theſe are all inhabited 


by intelligent Beings ; of equal, perhaps 


of much ſuperior excellence, and more 
exalted perfections than we on this 
earth; to which compared, we are in 
truth, at à4 drop of water in the bucket, 


and as the fall duft in the balance; 


this better philoſophy but ſtill increaſes 


the difficulty; and we join with David 


in that humble aſpiration to Gad, which 
ſomewhat a like view of nature occa- 
ſioned, Lord, what is Man that thou art 


miniful of bim, or tbe Son 95 Man Oy 


thou vifiteſt him! 
To make this doarine of eafier aſſent, 


and more reconcileable to our apprehen- 


fion of things, may not perhaps be un- 


uſeful to the ſincere chriſtian Sat leaſt 


a Pg: it, is not mow unſeaſonable, 


„ DSN: 8 


If, xl. 15. 


Pſal. viii. 
4. 


8. eve. 
3 — — aide 
: be at all fatisfactory,- it will be more ſo, 
as the ſolution ariſes out of that very cit- 
cumſtance, by which we have already ob- 
erbed the difficulty to be enhanced. 
Excepting that more ſure word of 
truth, the Scriptures, we have no other 
3 1 acquiring a hnowledge of God. 
| berfections, than that of the great 
eee Here we may trace 
the: rte of his Glory; bis unlimited 
Power, his unſearchable Wiſdom, and all- 
extenſive Goodneſs; and hence deduce. 
thoſe. other, attributes of juſtice, Mercy, 
and Truth, which combined, demonſtrate 
him to be, not only the Creator and Lord 
of all, but alſo the moral Governor of the 
World. Our inquiries. herein are pro- 
greſſive, from wonder to wonder „ Whe- 
ther we aſcend unto the higheſt Heaven, 
or deſcend into the /awerme/t parts of the 
earth :. But we find not greater. cauſe of 7 
aſtoniſhment in the more ſtupendous 
works of his hands, thoſe mighty bodies 
which fill the Heavens with their ſplen - 
dot, San and all the Hoſt, of Hoarens 


4 
dan 40 neee eee Su nN 
which fall within this, our nurrom ſphers 1. 
of -obſervationythe- earth Herewddeo 
the ſame exertions of iginite Nomer, the 
ſame traces of infinite Goodneſs," the ſame 
fignatures: of unerring Miſdams as if this 
Earth were, alane, the Creation of God, 
care. Examite your own ſtructure, How! proxexix: 
funfuully und wonderfully” are we madre! 
es che ample proviſion. which God las 
before: us, and how all things are ſo or- 
dered that they not only conduce to our 
ſervice, but miniſter deliqht to the ſors. 
of men; and we ſhall be tos apt to thin 
that Man was his only care, and that 
all theſe exettions of Power, Wiſdom 
and Goodneſe hall Man for their ſole end 
But let us deſcend to the Animal world, 
to the ſmall· reptile, that creeps the earthꝭ 
to thoſe tribes which the microſcope only 
can diſcover; and wherever our. ſenſes, 
follow the inquiry as minutely as is ne- 
 ceſſiry;: we there trace the ame Power: 


and Wiſdom in their /ma// firubture,- the 

ſame extenſve Goodneſs, providing for 

_— 6 as for * himſelf. 
* 


chat hall be. deprived of it for a ſingle 
moment: We may then apply what our 
' Saviour ſys on a parallel occaſion, to this 


1 — that — 
God egualliy aver all; that his Providence ies 


e exerted through. all parts of ſpace 


and that there is nothing ſo. 


high. or powerful, that can exiſt without 


his Providence, nothing ſo mean or low 


nom before us. Bebel the fouls ¶ - tbe 

ain; tley ſo not, neitler do they: reap. 
or guatber into barns ; yet your Heaueniy 
Father feedeth tbem, are not ye much bet- 
ter than; they? If God ſo liberally pro- 
vide for the neceſſities of. creatures ſo 
ſeemingly inſignificant, hy ſhould; 
doubt concerning his Providence over 
you, O. ye f little Faith Be then 
the ercation of God ever -ſo.- boundleſs, 


it leſſens not his attention to every 


part: What maintains the whole, main 
tains every part: the inhabitants of this! 
earth; every nation and community in 
it; every" fingle perſon, the meaneſt of 
that community, equally | ſhare his Pro- 
vidence, ait aba n or perſus 


ien Were 


O# #he Inedrnation-of Ot rw — wo 
wert the only object of his regard. 80 S 
hat if here be an analogy between the 1. 

Works and Word of God, between the 
government of the natural and moral 
world, (which analogy is moſt obvious 
to a religious inquirer) we ſhall thence 
be ſatisfied, that in the account of the 
moral Governor of the World, nothing i is 
great or little, nothing belom his Mercy 
or above his Juſtice, an great to puniſh, 
or too mean to ſave; but that he is the 
tender Father and righteous Judge over 
all, wh humbleth himſelf to behold. the. 
things that are in Heaven and Eurth : 
and that - neither beigbt or depth, -n0- 
diſtance of time and place, can Separate. ; 
wu from that Love which he has mani- 
feſted to us in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
Thus what might ſeem rather to diſcoun- 
tenance our hope in the Redeemer, from 
the aſtoniſhing riches of Divine Good - 
nets; will contribute, ypon a nearer view, 
to the eſtabliſhment and enlargement of 
aur hope. God in the viſible. works of 
his hands, ſhews how condeſcending he 
is, as well as ho- great : Revelation 
WO us Kill more; that He /o Javed 


Man- 


On the Bicchnation On x) 
bind, ar to give Bir bly Bogoreen' Sony 
ts the intent that none ſhould periſh) but 
Al inherit evertaſtin g life d 
15 — u eee u 
ment, 2 briefly —— 
followings! And 4 2112s 
As We ought to admire and adore the 
uaſpeakable condeſcenſion of our Lord 
A eser ie taking'opori hin one u- 
ture, in preference to that of Angeli, 
alfo bad failed in their obedience ; ſo ought 
we; for this reaſon, to maintain a greater 
reverence' of ourſelves, and regard for 


that nature which: he aſſumed, and which 


be alſo ſanctißes by his Hoh Spirit, if 


vi wo grieve him not. Kno ye not that. ye 


rere tbe Temples of tbe living God, is an | 
argument of no ſmall weight with the 


Apoſtle, in e purity of man: 


ners. e e ann 81 
ot} Secondly, Siek Ohr Lotibtookwpan him 
our nature in the loweſt) eſtate of life, 
in tbe form of a ſorvant ; hereby we are 
taught to obſerve,” what à falſe eſtima- 
tion we e N pen in 
id Ed SHI eee eee 


* 
(Ee De 


iS .* ow Y 


urn neee 5 1 
ia eſſential to. our nature in generals — 
being formed in the: Image of God a * 
therefore common to every one, who doe 
— — — Henes | 


Third, By: our Lord's Cat 
upon him, 7he:Seed.of Abraham in parti 

cular, we. are, reminded of the. peculiar 
favour, which God ſhewed to that people, 

as alſo: of; the fins) for which they were 
_ finally. rejected. From hence We may Rom. xi. 
learn not 1 be - bighsminded; but fears, © 
The being of the church of Chriſt will 

not ſhelter us from the wrath of God, if 

we reject his commandments, any mots 

than it did the Fews, to have been of abe 3 xi. 
Seed of Abraham: If God ſpared not the * 
natural branches; take | heed. (ſpeaks. the 
Apoſtle to the Gentile Converts) hat He 
Hare nat thee. They were the natural 
brunc bes, broken off for diſobedience ; hut 

Cod ig able to graft them in again. This, 
* other paſſage, I the caſting them Ibid. 5 


away 


| Rom, xi. 


promiſes made to Abrabum, and that 
dome gteat goed will, moſt certainly ac“ 


— dead, are indications,” that 


. 155 God bas not finally eaſt them off; but 


that they ſtill may further 'anfwer the 


crue to the world from their converſion. 
We then ſho uld look upon them ar” ene= 
ties indeed, concerning the Gepe; yet fill 
brleved for Bei farhers Jake ; that from 
hence we may form a Tight conduct to- 
würds them; 3 uch as is conſiſtent with 


that duty and zeal, which evety Chriſtian 


mould have for the Honour of God and his 


Obriſi. and yet. not repugnant te that 


Law of Love, the End of the” Command- 
ment, which our Lord commands us to 


_ obſerve towards our enemies, and from 


Which they are by no means ee | 


A 


4 Hebr. vii, 
25. 


Their offence is towards wank alone ; 


>. 


_ mercy let us leave them 5 
Laſtly, The ſtate of the fallen oy 


ſhould remind us of that ſtate, Which 


final impenitence will bring us into. For s 
though our Lord is able to ſave them 70 
188 uttermoſt who come to God by bim; 


5 3 yet 


be Incarnation of Uns r. f 
yet y ue fin. wilfully- after we baue re- SNN. 
\ceived. the.\krowledge of the truth, there I. 
iremaineth: 10 more ſacrifice far ſin; 4 
all who. turm the grace of God into laſci- 64, Jude 
-viouſneſs, and deny the. only Lord God, and 
our Lord Yeſus Cbriſt, will have their 
fad portion with hoſe angelt who left Jude 6. 
their firſt ' eflate, and are reſerved in ever- 
laſting chains under darkneſs, unto the 
N of he great day! a 
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on the dug of Gun 11 I . — 


Marruew, chap. 1. v. 22, 23. 


Now all this was done, that it 1 be 6 be 

_ fulfilled which was ſpoken of the Lord by 

| the prophet, ſaying, —Behold, a virgin 
ſhall be with child, and ſhall bring forth 
4 ſon, and they ſball call bis name Im- 8 

manuel, which | being interpreted, 4. 
Go with us, 


T is faid by the angel in the Revela- SRM. 
tions, 7hat the teftimony of Feſus i is the II. 
ſpirit of prophecy: not that the power of 
working miracles, is not alſo a teſtimony 
to be relied upon, but with this difference, 
that, whereas miracles were chiefly a teſti- 
mony to thoſe who - beheld them; (for 
the credit of them, when reported, reſt- 
ed entirely on the veracity and ability 
C of 


„il $1] 


3 Mun - rophecy either "relates "tb 


* ESD IF —— 
3 


ſpirit of prophecy had this ſiprriar ad- 
vantage, that the⸗ completion: of pron; 
foretold ages before, added new ſtrength 
to the eyidence eſtab Jon miracles; 
an tines inſtead'of lefſening, muſt con- 
48 it dan big to paſs event, foretold 
: By the ſpirit of ptophety. 1 
We of this age, having hir mart jure 
word of ie ophecy for the eſtabliſhing our 
faith in the hiſtorical evidence given of 
miracles to the divine miffio ion of hiſt ; 

T ſhall therefore in puffuing this kubje®t, 
firſt make fome blend 85e on prbpbecy 

in general; and ſecbidly, apply myſelf to 


his particular prophecy relative 10 ur 
2 Saviour's birth. A 10 


22105 313 


brd N. 


ana 4 ein 


E And Fre e oncertitng 
- phecy m 3 Beneral.. 5 


hed pw rined” counſels of God br 
choſe events, which, though ff. 
r to cone to paſs'by dvine permiften 
(as every thing that happens, inderd 


yet are "Contingetr events, "or ba . I 
: W107) 178 CY 324 0:3 61 74; 22 Fee 


* a 


* 


— agar thy LM 


perſons:concerned/initiiern.:: 1 No cui 
er The. Prophet in delixtring: thoſe which 
ae declaratiye of the predetermined 
counſels of God. may be more propetiy 
conſidered as the meſſanger or ambaſſador 
ef his heatenly King, than merely as a 
Prophet ; and agrecably theteto, we may 
obſerve, he ever delivers his. prophecy. as 


ſaith: the Lord. the King f Ifrael, and his 
Redeemer the Lord of hoſts, I am the firſt, 
and Jam the. laſt, and beſides: me there is 
v God; a ſdlemuity of ſpeech very ſuit- 
able to that kind of prophecy which dif= 
plays the omnipotence and abſolute ſo- 
vereignty of God, ad the. voalterable 
decrees of his will. 
Tbe prophecies. of Wie kind, where 
the event cannot be fruſtrated by. any 
human means, are very clear and deter- 
minste: Such as the: prophecies againſt 
Ehr, Tyre, Sidon, and Bachlan, and ell 
them which predicted the return from the 
Balyloniſ ocaptivity. Amongſt others; 
"Th at in which Cyrus, the Perfian monarch, | 
2 by name, at the reſtorer of 
C 2 the 


a meſſage immediately from God —Thus ur. 


46 2 
1 the Jewiſh ſtate, is too remarkable a. pros 
b dition to be paſſed over unnoticed 
| 1 xiv, Thus" ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer; anil 
Be tht formed thee rum abe umb. Tam 
| e "Lord 'that "makers all rin aur 

Rreteberb forth te beuuens alone; that 


| fſpreadeth'* abroad tbe earth: ——— 
wid. 26. — N van 5 


pro for | 
* dish o Yeru/alem; * hal 
be mhabited ;\ and to the cities of Juda, 
Je. ſhall be built, and I will 'yaiſe-up\.the 


. 48. decayed. places thereof : — That Yaith-of 


Cyrus, be is my ſhepherd, and ſball perform 

all my pleaſure; even ſaying to Jeruſalem, 

thou ſhalt be built, and io tbeè temple, 

| Phy foundation ſhall be laid. And again 

la- xlr. I, the Lord, which call thee by thy name, 
an the Gd of Iſrael." ForiFacoby my 
| ſervants ſake," and Iſrael, my-elett;"Þhave 

even ralled. thee-by thy name : I have in- 
named thee," though: thou lat not known 
. £22: 13, TL Eat ene g 
As to the latter ſort af prophecy, the 
foretelling events, to be brought about 
e ed ot 8 be 


on ae gfe Gums Ak 
dea wonhdeotful:diſplay. of God x almighty: SE * 
 foweny; aria: chin as wonderful a one, of | 
his infinite: lm ποο,tA.... on YO, — 
it is not in the power of the wiſeſt of 
men to have any conception of this attri- 
bute of God. A mind, extending its views 
through all periods of time... and clearly 
comptehending the. moſt diſtant events as dt. did! 
already come to paſs ; and foreknowing 
the actions and characters of men to be 
born ages hence; is by no means the ſub- 
ject for human reaſon to dwell on. But 
wie haye, in the prophetic writings, 65 21 Lit 
many proofs, x f. this foreknowledge in 
God, as make it an undeniable truth: for, 
the conformity between hiſtory and pro- 
- phecy, is frequently ſo amazingly great, 
that the prophet often ſeems rather to be 
telating a paſt event, than predicting + - 
a. fururt one. Of this we have an in 
ſtance in Tjniab' s predictive deſctiptian 
of our Saviour's humiliation and ſuffer- 
ings: In Daniel's prediction of che four 
-ſucceſſive monarchies of Aria, Per/ia, 
* Greece, and Rome; but particularly in that 
famous one of the Seventy Weeks, in which 
the very time of the Meffiah's' coming, 
eg 7 his 


„ ae 
sten his kesectieg, and the Hhal-UEutiex 6 
rei at ute marke our with hs: 
Bis. ix. the utmoſt preciſion. A eee 
Nea ertbeled as the prophetiestelatlve | 
to dur Saviour Were "to Be FRANCO /"fh 
_ great part. dy the free ageney of the pero 
ſons concerned” in their completion: 45” 
he was to be rejected by his On people 
and to ſuffer an igbotninicus derth inde? | 
Pilate the Roman 1 it Was ne. 
ceſſary that theſe Eireubittahce" 6X 
be couched” in Tuch terms "2s tho uld not- 
too obviouſly : mark” ont the perſons 'con- 
cerned. For althou gh the "things concern 
ing Chri it, were done, as St. Peter de⸗ 
clares, by the determinate counſet Fant orb. 
knowledge of Ged ; ; yet were they done by 
men, free in their wills and choice, and in 
no- wiſe imp elled by God's fupetior pox 
cover dern ſo that the obſcurity in re- © 
p gard t to prophecy, which" has beeh often, 
for want of due confideratlon, completed 
„ muſt appear, When well weighed, ta- 
cos ther: an inſtance of Divine Wiſdom. Nei- 
ther can it (if a vail was neceffary) be 
objected, that theſe p prophecies "related 
* other bene, and other events; 
5 ſeeing 


90 tbe Nui e CHRIST. 
ſeeing that they bad their final comple· 
tion in Cinill. and not in thoſe perſons.or 
events, which they primarily bore relation 
unto;3:for there. is. no contradiction in the 
iti „that ta petſons, at a great 
diſtance, uf time from each Pe 1 may's 
by the providence: of God, be placed in 
wee 28 that what! is fore- 


the former may have if done "or. ſuffered. | 


Thus Jazcbeing offered up by his father 
Abrubam, became a type of Cbriſts offer 
ing himſelf up for the ſins of the whole 
world. Thus Jonar, by being in the deep, 
three days and three nights, became a type 
of our Saviour, in his burial and reſur- 
- reRtion. The facrifice of Chrift.. on the 
croſs, though not formally predicted in the 
Law of Moſes, is repreſented typically in 
the facrifice of the Paſchal Lamb. Again, 
They have Pierced my bande and my feet— 
They baue parted my garments among, 
them, and caft lots upon my vefture=— 
They gave me, gall far. meat, and in my 
thirſt they" gave ne vinegar to drink. 
Theſe things David, in appearance, ſpeaks 
of 1 2 they are only Agura- 
Dn? C4 tively 
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WA 
== 


: » 4 59-4 6 


Pſal. xx ii. 
16, 18. 


PC. Ixix, 


: TW 
——— 


th Oe run na ck 


thus. it beboved Chrift to ſuffer, and to,riſe 


—— ; 


Tee, of bacon and 


in him crucified,” His tzhiſtory points out 
their true intention? and that Daniil hing 


8 — — e e e 


our Lord, according to the. Sacred Hiſto- 


rian, expounded the Scriptures, eoncernr 
ing himſelf. He then, for. the zrſt time, 
beginning wwith Moſes. and all the Prophets, 


expounded unto them. in all the ſcriptures. 
the things concerning himſelf. :' Then, ſaid 
he. unto. them, — Thus it is written, aud 


from tbe dead the third. day. Till then, 
ile veils, as the Apoſtle gxpreſies himſelf, 
Was upin,their bearts, when they read, the 
Seriptures : nor could it be otherwiſe, 


till all was, fulfilled, which the Prophets, 


had ſpaken concerning Chriſt; and He. 
had opened their underſtanding, that they 


wen underſtand the Seriptures. 


. II. I hall 


| of Ifaiah, - A+; 8 2 N 125 Seinen 9 FEISS 
Bebold, a virgin ſhall: conceive;\ and beam Ila. vii. 


4 fon,” and Gall call bis" name Jninianutt 14, 
Bitter and honey ſhall be eat, tbat be may 


dab ro refuſe tbe evil, und chooſe tue 
good. For before the child\fhall know 1 
refuje tbe evil, and chooſe the god, b 
land that thou 'abhorreſi, (or more pro- 
perly, that thou art in ſuch eee 
ſhall be for /aken' of botö ber kinn. 
I do not mean to extend theſe. Abit | 
tions ſo far as to clear up every difficulty 
that may occur to the attentive reader of 
this prophecy; much leſs. to determine 
which of 2 the ſeveral explanations of 
the learned ſeem to be the moſt ſatisfac- 
tory; + This is neither the time or place 
for ſuch a diſcuſſion. - I only mean, by 
pointing out the double intention of this 
prophecy, to give a ſatisfactory reaſon for 
the Evangeliſt 's:having omitted to e 
neun N 2 3 
ee eee e een ee 


T 4 | — 1 0 
1 


into an offenſive alliance ageinſt che King 
> ny d N and were \marching againſt 
; Jug, to beſiege it, laying waſte = 

dn county, as they paſſed through. 
The diſtreſt King was on a treaty with 

the King of ria, to come to his relief, 
den God, to draw him, if poſſible, from 

am \liance, Which would end fatally for 

e throne of Judab, fends'the Prophet 

to perſuade him, to-relinquiſh his deſign, 

and to put his whole truſt in he Lord bis 
e, aſſuring him, that this confederacy 
between Hul and Syris ſhould not fhand, 

Reiter come to paſo; but chat the con- 
ſederate Kings ſhould be called off to 

preſerve their -own dominions from the 
King of Aria; who taking advantage of 

Weir abſende, was about to invade: and 

lay waſte heir territories: i The prov 
hoeted in confirmation of this gratiaus 
meſſage; ſo chere i no doubt, as the 

_ to be born was to be a ſign, 4 

| rati- 
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eatificativj" of God'® pridaiſes 3\ mat the ol 
enen the event; And prꝗ•˙. 
nd ther than at child which — 

on after bore to J/aieh 
himfelf. But the — child; 
29 a Ggni 40'the'houſe:of Db, a fOr. 
told in the prophecy⸗ i. retved ind sd 
enudumſtunced as fead) ut far from tha 
above concluſiom. The birth is tonbe | 
miraculotis; and the child here pointei 
out, to be the Immanueh\God a 
and hie is to-reigh over Hur: For in chi 
chapter following this of the tert, Ha. 
ſoretelling the great ſucdeſs of che kin f 
Hin, (as if ſpeaking to this child,) ſays, 

That" he" Pu paſs. thro Fudaby zn ih Ila. viii. 8. 

Aretobiug out of bis wings, (che extent af 
his numerous armies) b l the breadth 
of thy land, O Immanuel. 80 that, {hot 
to dwell on the miraculous! co 1 
of this child, which the literal e dee 
tion of the prophecy imports ;) we find 
from the verſe above cited, that Inma- 
nue / was to reitgu on the throne of David. 
which if by him be meant 1/2rah's ſon, 
he never did: Neither could © Hezebiah; 
tho the ſueceſſor to Abas, be prefigur- 
_ 7. ed 


the” propheteſs 


E. — ig lib au d, ae eh 
And deſcribes: this extraordinary. 
nt his future kingdom, in e le 
guage, as allowing the moſt bye Ein for 
ue bold and figurative ſtile which al 
Ne prophecies are delivered in, can 
wm ne wile: mit, or be applied te this 
7% Fee or to any other but Chriſt him- 
ſelf: "His: name, be. ſays, ſhall be. called 
Wonderful, * the nr: God, the 


with-which $6: * opens cog goſpel : 
E an ide wg: the us 2 ve 


2 - 
S * 


eee of 80 Divinity of the 2 

From hence it is £47 that the na 
tion of this prophecy reſts not inthe. birth. 
of Jſaiah's ſon, or of Hezekiah, or of any. 


other child conceived at that time; and 
we can only look for its completion 


3 


Ain Chrif ; ſo that this prophecy hav- 
ing a two-fold event in view; that part 
"which, does not concern the birth of 
ba but relates — to that birth 

which 


or fie. duni g of Oi ae 


1 


hich are 49 e the. preſent. ben to che SER 
houſe of Judal of a very, near event; "the 


that, part. In. is wiſcly and dcn, => 


itt e Evange r e 
0 Kae method or Fo of expound- 
ing this and other prophecies, concern< 
ing our Saviour, f is warranted by St. Peter 
himſelf, who draws this concluſion from 
the prophetic writings—T hat. no e prophecy 


of- the Seripture 1 of. private = 


lion — that is, not to be regarded 

pointing only to a ſingle event—and t 

reaſon he gives why it is not, is conclu- 
flyer That prophecy. came not in old times 
& the will gf man. — The Prophet Hever 
propheſied what, or when he would,— 
but haly men of God Hate as, they were 
moved 9 [the Holy Ghoſt ; according to 


that divine, unerring Spirit, which, as it 
tees, all. things at one view, comprehend- 


2 Pet. i. 
20, 21. 


ing ell things, as immediately preſent; ſo 


15 moved. the. Prophets to utter prophe- 
gies, in which were united the prediction 
of events of very different. natures, and 
of Jages. very remote from each other. * 

The. deduction which St. Peter makes 


in e of prophecy, N Ip ale 
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r DON Rt N — 
r aui tb mite ſurt wür ꝙ pr 
— oblige het iow 
unto 4 ht thith Solnerh\in\a"darb place, 
. * Ee Hoy dan and rb day-flar\ avije 
| It vir bear. That Do, which, 
n hn en pon 88, wil et 
1 ', | feeitially remove: theſe clouds of Erro and 
miſtake,» Which at Preſent hang over 
us; und darken our view. Our Lopes 
1 | fears will chen be changed either in- 
4 ff or dreudſuſ certainty: And if 
—_ the. prophecies, whoſe completion” have 
ll depended on the actions of weak and un- 
| fſtable men, have been ſo punctualſy fula 
| E | filled, as we find they have; with how 
mima-och greater degree of certainty,” may 
we expect the completion of thoſe other, 

Which are not, fo properly predictive of 

contingent events, as declarative of the 

terminate counſels of the unerring Gat, 
James i. in toben is no variableneſs, neither fondow 

+. _ of turning.—Such as theſe, concerning the 

OO refurriftion of the dad to life eternal, and 

rhe” final judgment of the world by Jeſus 

.. big. — Bibel, ' ſeys our Lord, I come 


_ quickly, 


On the Nr nN, 


3¹ 


gftichly, and my reward is with me, to give SERM. 
to every man according as lit wort ſball II. 


3. —I Fofus have ſent my" angel, to teſtify 


5 e 
1 „491 . 


theſe. things unto rbe cburcben. I am Ivid. is. 


may all obey this awful and awakening 
call, and being regenerated, and made: his 
rhildren by adoption and grace may be daily 


renewed by Bit Holy Spirit, God of his 8 


infinite mercy grant; to whom, with the 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be all worſhip, ho- 
nour, and glory, both now and for ever. 
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ratte. ii. 35 6, 758. 
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Let this mind be in ow, | which ws Was alſo in 


Oberin Feſus : : Who being in the form q 


#464 


Geh. thought it, not robbery to be eg | 
', with God: But made himſelf of no rept N ; 
tation, and took upon bim the farm of - 

0.6 ſervant, and Was made i in the likeneſs. 

_ nun- And being found in faſhion as 

4 man, He humbled himſelf, and became 

. obedent unto death, even the death * 
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be content to be elothed in 


tucle ig dhe San-of God;: as hir nature And 
ſtate of — har oder | 
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gren 5 what returns of love and gratitude 
e due from man to his Saviour) who 
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_— principle of the Chriſtian: life: wherein 
| 3 the fruits af the ſpirit ate viſibly pro- 

=: . Mendy Tem. Jey, Peace, Lungnſaffering. 
eſs; Faith, Meeknefs, and 
| | Temperance ; which are, in whemſbover 
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= ib with its "arts de Fu 
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8 ö ry, not fhewn in the practice of low 


and unbecoming ſubmiſſions to worldly 
_ tgreatneſs and power z or manifeſted by 
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uch an Hh ie ſubmit 0 fon the. ap 
mitating the opinion of the weak and 
ignorant or ſuch as the ſuperſtitiaus vo- 
| aries of the darkeſt ages p̃ractiſed, a3 

neceſſary acts of. mortification and ſolſ - 
denial , but an ſumilitu, which having 
cur bs red knowledge of the 
ceation he d- hr beerenty; · 
tute bn Tug r leſſened. on im · 
paired. — al his obarplter, 
though it — was conſonant to tat 
{ patient and /i ur ing 
Joi ta aſſume, 48 4 perfect example to 
All his faithful followers, He became 
»punbles that the g/ary.of bis Father might 
deere in hir lutte kingdom. of, 1 
dal and ugixerſal righteguſneſs: 
 fores. gventhrovgh, bis humility, his - od 
nity appeared, and his glory, was ſens. 4. 
abe glory of the only. begattenuat the Father. 
He paſſed through all gradations of hu- 
miliation and ſufferings; that man, whoſe 
ptoud and xebellious heart had, plunged 
him into the depth of miſery and de- 
e exalted through them ; 
having 
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thin' God expects, —— Would, u hid 
oon Bon inwuriably did, firſt and chiefly 
viifult” his Flor) in all Cor "thoughts, 
words; and actions: that we ſhould: re- 
gard the honouring;' ſerving/ and obeylng 
Him, a the pur pee, end, und guy of 
©, | oiir Mvesz and eſtsem che Maving powörr 
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the geeat preheminence' ind diſtinguifhed 
 exvellence of out vatufe, aboße that uf 
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life-of Godj: Hie came to tedeom, to — 
concile us avitł ie blood and ꝙꝓreſent us 
haly and: blameleſs to: his Father: For 
thus Se; Paul applies the: doctrine ofthe 
tent. In lonelineſs of mind let each) ,d prin. U. 
other better thun themſelves: loobinginat: ” © 
every. man on bis, onen things, but. euety. 
man alſo on tbe things of others 3+ thus a 
during rde ſame mind and, diſpoſtion 
liebe was n in Ghrift« Neſam as. the 
text following theſe words exhoerts uss 
- + Thitdly,\\; a8; the putpoſe of Cris 
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nalen from all iniquity, and purifyto; 
himſelf: pæculiar peoples gealays , Shõꝗ, 
works; we ſhould learn to. deny ungodlingſſ 
and ur ah biſt as diuing.ſaber , rightrouſty: 
and godiy in this-prefent. warid,: as thoſe: 
who loo fer the bleſſed: bope;' and the: ap- 
Tuaring of the great God, and aur Saviour: 
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commuted; FOR, and 40 receive all. honour, + SNN. 
glory and power—We will for ever join III. 

in praiſing and adoring. % Name, for 

cbon baſt redeemed; us to God by thy blood Rev. v. 9. 

aut of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
85 natian. For this cauſe, at thy Name, 

0 Jeſus! every knee ſpall bow; all things Phil, ii. 
in heaven. and earth, and under the cart, 
3 ſubjected to thee; and every tongue 

. -uſſe confeſs, that thou art the Chrift our 

Lord, to the glory. of God the Father ' 
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1 Cox. chap: II. v. 88 


I determined not to know. any thing a- 
. you, ſave 2 Cbri . and im 
cCruc: ed. — | | 


HEN st. Paul wrote this epiſtle, S ERM. 
the church of Corinth was full IV. 
of 8 both in regard to the doc- 

trines taught, and alſo reſpecting the per- 

ſons of their teachers. He thus charges 

them, and reprimands them on account 

of this contentious ſpirit. Ir hath been 1 Cor. i. 
declared. unto me of you, that there are 
contentions among you; and—that every one 

faith, I am of Paul, and I am of Apolles, 

and I of Cepbas, and I of Chriſt: I. Cri 


divided ? Was Paul cruci Ned for eu? Or 
E 


were 


4 _ -- On the Suffering — 
SRM. were you Baptized i in the name of Paul? 
IV. Why (argues the Apoſtle,) theſe di- 
7c ſtinctions ꝰ Are we not, every an, che 
preachers of the ſame Chrift, and is not 
the doctrine we preach the ſame concern- 
ing him, that he died for our ins, and 
=. roſe again for our juſtification ? 5 
; 1 If one conſiders the nature and genius 
e e be 
matter of wonder, what ground it could 
poſſibly afford for the many bitter diſ- 
ſentions, that even ſo early as at the 
time this letter was written, had vexed 
and diſturbed the church: But if we 
take into conſideration, the different tem- 
pers and genius of thoſe men it was 
preached to, the wonder ceaſes. In the 
Gentiles, we find a ſtubborn adherence 
to their former prejudices : this adhe- 
rence made more ſtubborn by their alf 
philoſophy, which | blended well enough 
2 with their Vale religion, but could not 
at all be reconciled to the plain and 
fimple truths of the goſpel, the doctrine 
of a crucified Saviour : this nevertheleſs | 
was attempted by their ſophiſts, who had 
been, , * Y the 2% of miracles, 
con- 


Death Sf Glinier: 


dom with the eternal truths of the goſ- 
pel, and to reconcile the wiſdom of God 


with their own falſe and U-groarided 


ſpeculations. | 
To 484 te the obſiruRtion ien thole 
diſſentions gave to the Apoſtle's labours; 


he had others to ſtruggle with, from the 


51 
ebhverted to the Chriſtian religion. They S ERM. 
vainly endeavoured to blend their wiſ- 


IV. 


proſelytes of his own nation; who rame _ it, 


in privily; to ſpy ont their liberty which they © 
had in Chrift Feſus, and endeavoured to re- 
duce the Gentiie Chriftians to the bondage 
f their ceremonial law. Had St. Pai/ 

been deſirous of accommodating theſe 
factions to any finifter purpoſe of his 
on; had che been in the leaſt attentive 
to thoſe worldly intereſts, which the pro- 
moters of theſe diſſentions had principally 
in view; he had no wiſer method to 
take, than to favour the different preju- 


dices of his oppoſers, and reconcile and 


adapt his doctrine to them. . Seffintereſt 
and ambition would have pointed out this 
way z but the Apoſtle had far other views. 


He faught not to pleaſe nen e for as he de- bid. i.10, 
clares to the Galatians I yet” pleaſed. 
| Caries OE men, 


. o, . Sufering nd g 

. Sfb. men, L flould not bes (that is, ſhould not 
* act, as) the ſervant of God. Happy had it 
>= been for mankind; happy for themſelves, 
if the preachers of the goſpel had n 
kept. this diſtinctian in remembrance. | 

This Apoſtle, as appears by his writ- 

ings, had as much learning as any other 

of his nation and in diſcufling an argu- 
ment, ſhews as much. ſkill in forming 
and ſupporting it, as the cloſeſt reaſoners 

in the academies of Greece. Yet he wil- 

lungly relinquiſhes every advantage both 

of nature and education: he ſeeks no ſup- 

port, as an Evangeliſt, from theſe; but re- 
nounces all human wiſdom, as unfit to be 
bdlended with the truths of the goſpel; 

1 Cor. ii, profeſſing to the Corinthians, that hit 
75 preaching was not with enticing words of 
man's wiſdom, but in demonſtration and 

 Hower'z and that he had, on all occa- 

| fions, conformed to his firſt: reſolution ; 

wot ta know any thing among them, ſave 

 . © Gat.vi Jeſus Chriſt, and bim crucified. Cod for- 
„ bid! (writes he to the Galatians) that I 
| ſhould glory, fave in the Croſs of our Lord 
 Feſus Chriſt, by whom the world is cruci- 
fied to me, and I unto the world... _ 
The 
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Te Croſs of Cbriſt then is the only 8 Er. 


N glory of the true | Chriſtian. It is the * 
teſt, which Chriſt himſelf, has ordained 
for every one who calls upon his name. 
If any man will come aſter me, let him Luke ix. 
deny himſelf; and take up hir crof$+ daily, * 
and follow me. And: again, 4whoſoever ſhall Markviii. 
be aſhamed of me, and of my words, in this 38. 
adulterous and ſinful generation, of bim 
alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when 
he cometh in the glory "on Father, _ 
the holy angels. © | 

The ſeaſon, peculiarly lh upon us 
to make this the ſubject of our moſt 
ſerious meditations, The Apoſtle has 
pointed out to us the way to treat it, ſo 
as moſt effectually to improve both our- 
ſelves and hearers; not to qualify it with 
the enticing words of man's wiſdom, to the 
favouring of any ſtrange opinions; but 
adhering to the letter and tenor of the 
gaſpel, to repreſent. Chriſt's. death up- 
on the croſs, as: à ſacriſce for the fins of - 
the. ' whole world; and the Perſon who 
e to de abe n Ae. or den. 
of Cod. — 
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Let FR be the dane of our preſent 
conſideration: . The x tor of the pers 
fon ſuffering ;* —_— „ he en- 
er for our ſake. ON Pars py 0 
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"Ip And firſt; of the been or the Pers 


1a; rs ſon ſuffering ; the Eternal '"Word—th& 


Son of God. Here, although we cannot 


form to ourſelves an adequate notion of 
his moſt exalted nature, yet from thoſe 


| expreſſions uſed by the. Apoſtle to the 


Hebrews —That he is the bright neſs of the' 


| ghry of” God, and the expreſs image of hit 
perſon; we are taught, with all humility, 


to confeſs a Being infinitely ſuperior to all 


| created beings ; the fame of whom St. 
Yobn declares, that all ehings were made 


by bim, and without him was not - any thing 


mate,” that was made... wk 


But without entering into eſs ſpe- 


eulations, to which our limited under- 
ſtandings are very unequal, the hut of 
| God i in ſending this Divine Perſon to us, 


is that" to which chiefly I would confine 
your thoughts : the favourite topie \ of St. 
Fohn throughout his epiſtles. Br this 


1 TIO iv. was manife y the love of God towards 


"5 us, 


bo Bund et nals. | 35 
15, becauſe. that Gad ſent bis only begot- SEB. 
ten Son into the. carla, that we. might IV. 

 bue, through. bin. —And again, St. Paul nom d. 
Gad commenderbh bir loue towards. us, in 
chat: hill we were yet ſinners, Chrifi 
died, for un -und thats when. we were ne. 
mies, ue Were" en 40 1 WA the 44 
4 of bis Sov... anda - 6 
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- TL.\Secondly, in . to the far Ei _ 
ings which Chriſt endured for our fake. 5 = 
And here ſhould.I' recapitulate every 5 
circumſtance of theſe his ſufferings during 
bis reſidence amongſt us the poverty he 

was born to; the wants he endured; the 

contumelies he daily ſuſtained; the in- 
gratitude- of thoſe, on whom he had 
— — the moſt beneficent acts of al- 
mighty power ; the., in/en/ibi/ity of the 
Jeu to his moſt gracious calls ; their 
and hardneſy, of heart; their 
final reiectian of him, and of God's offers > 
by him, of reconciliation.; to which men- 

tal ſufferings, 1 may moſt juſtly add, 

his painful faretnowledge, that their 

da munen as n, was ſoon to 

14 1 | ow 


Heb. xii. 


6. 


. follow this moſt dreadful aplance of theit 
* 05 from him that moſt affecting expoſtula- 


ix. Hives, but 101fove them wif nen Bag 


On the Sede ail 


impenitence 3 a foretnowleuge, that drew 


tion on beholding Feruſalem; and wor- 
thy of him wo came not 10 deftiroy men's 


known, even 


tbau, 1 in: bit hy day, 1 


things. which belong unto-thy \peate I bus 


now, they are hid from thine eyes j5——l 
ſay, was I to recapitulate Chriſtc, ſuffer- 
inge, it would be to recite the chief part 


«f > his. e nen. his 


Wit — this ſtate of afliction, 
theſes muſt not be paſſed over in filence. 


| Theſe are examples left us ſor our imita- 


tion, that we ſhould follow bis fh. We 
ſhould often meditate on bee; for we 
know nat how ſoon the Providence of 
God may call us to theſe ſevere trials of 

and faich in him, free whom the 
Lord loveth he chaſtifeth, and (We cur 


| every ſon whom he receiveth.. 1 5 


Let us then follow 1 to e la 


| ſcenes of his life, wherein his Divine 


Character is + moſt | conſpicuous. View | 


Hlm 2 at the celebration of his laſt Paſſ- 


3 5 


1 N 


Death A CRT. e 9 


| over}; us prepared to accompliſh al that 8 N 
was written of him all that the Juſt IV. 
nice fn ibe Funber required for the wv 
coneiling the world unto himſelf. At- 

tend to the diſcourſe he held there with 
his afflicted diſciples. What love! What 
tender regard for their temporal and 
eternal intereſt! How paternal his ad- 
monitions} how tender his reproofs ]! He 
forewatned them of bis own ſufferings, 
and even pointed out to them the T. 
tor who ſnhould betray him. He fore- 
warned Peter alſo of his fall, and the 
Reſt, of their baſe and cowardly deſer- 

tion of him in his greateſt extremity: 

but this without the leaſt mixture of re- 
proach, or ſign of diſpleaſure, even to 

the Traitor himſelf. He only gently in- 
timates his foreknowledge of his wicked 
purpoſe, by ſaying, That thou ' doeſt, do muy xiii. 
quickly. His exhortation to them, to have 
patience and confidence till in his pro- 
miſes ; with the affurance of the Holy 
Spirit to comfort and ſupport them in all 
trials, and to lead them: int all trutb; and 1 xvi. 
his moſt affecting prayer to his Father! inn 

their ie which cloſes! this ſalemn 


$ | ſcene; ; 


= ww — 
ho 12281 are all ſuch · indications of the Dis, 
vins{ Spitit, which than poſſeſt his ſouls 
— that che Exangeliſt who was preſent with 
han at all times, had great reaſon for 


Jokn i, ebene among Wnt 
14 5 San, "2 . 2 EN 
5 bf we fd follow; (66 dhe, Jessie, 


or to Nilates judgment: ſeat, we: fhall obe 
ſerte l the ſame. unvaried eanduct; the 
ſame: virtues diſplayed amidſt the vileſt 

_ lndigynitics,.. and the moſt acute pains, 
Here was Jſaiab's prophetic deſcription, 

_ ef+Chriſt's' patience, humility, and re- 
| miah lii. fighation; literally aecompliſned. He 4pos 
| —— Mn, waunded" for | our  tranſgreſpons;.' He, Wag: 
| ' brugſed for our iniguities : the aballilemens 
SAY of aur peace was upon bn, and by . his. 
ftripes ve are bealed. He was appreſſed, 

and He was 'afſuctes : He is brought 95.4 
1 and at a. ſheep be- 

ber fhearers is dumb, % He openeth 
Enn i OINGIE ODD bus 9 800 
From this ſcene of indigni ſee him 
hurtied to the 14. ſtage of his miſeries. 

K Pick e undergo; all. 
chat amidſt the agony in the garden, had 
— his afflicted thoughts, 
{$0901 2 


— * 


Dach f C nite vi „ 


1 . hind), Higbadght 820047 
already (bruiſed: and tors with crush IN.! 

ſcourgings, now affixed to the croſs by 
Hails driven through His“ Bands and His 

feet; and rhert hanging on his wounds 
aà ſpectacle to the heavens: and earth,. a 

And to ſum up all theſe afflictions: into | 

one: See him, O finful man Seedtim;: 

if thou oanſt without oo pnction f 3 2 
heart and forrow for thine own viene :: 
in this moſt latmentable ſtate, enduriogg 
for thee all that his humanity cold ens 
dute, ohnen of bis benbeny Fur 

Throughout theſe unparalleled ſufferi na 

the reſignation of 'the' crucified: Jeſus 

the Divine Will fails not: his patience? 

continues unſhaken; his meekneſs, his 

love unto death for mankind, day even 

for his murderers, preuail- arnidſt the / 

deepeſt agonĩes of mind and Body. Vaid! 

of all comfort himſelf, he comforts: his A ! 

Mother : from his craſi, às from a fh on, john air. 

he pronounces pardon and peace to the 

repentant criminal; and whilſt ſuffere 

ing the moſt cruel tortures, he dies in- 

terceding for his torturers ; thus fulfil» 

_ _ prophecy, He was numbered 10th! IGiah li. 

3, 6e 


' 


60 E the Syfering and | 

Sxnma./ the tranſereffrs, and He bare the fas of 
_ . and mate interceſſion fire trans 
— Len $541, 5634. * M 403, TA ALY: 

But „ although thus etübgöy deſertet 
Find,” t c es wan; and expoſed to 
the, utmoſt rage of his inſatiate ene- 
mies; yet God ſuffered not his Son to 
dd withdut the mot aſtoniſhibg tokens 
| = of Divine diſpleaſure. The ſim was dar. 
* * wee for the ſpace of three hours, + ant 
„ the vai! of the temple was rent in the mids. 

Matt. And the) earth did quake,” and the rocks 

wn nt, and the graves were opened. Amidſt 

- - theſe'conyulfions'of nature, which threat - 

_ ened the inſtant diſſolution of all things, 

the ſuffering Jus, now knowing that all 

+ thitgs concerning him were accompliſh-. 

John xix. &, faith, I thirſt; and having taſted the 

, vinegar, (the laſt Prophetic” act of his 

ſüufferings,) he ſaid, I is finiſhed. Then 

Likes © crying out with a loud voice, Father ! 

* into thy "hands I commond * Hirt. he 
immediately expired. 

Let us here leave this ainavinig and afMich 
ing ſcene, and turn our thoughts inwardly, 
_ queſtioning ourſelves thus. Do we fincere- 
9 n * I Tufferings of this in- 


nocent 


Ded 7 Canter. IE 


IFC and condemn e 
— — the Jews in rejecting the Chriſh, . 
and putting him to a ſhameful death ?-—If 


| RED 


61 
SEN. 


— 


this ſorrow produce its juſt effect; if we 
grieve for that finful. nature, which, made 


ſuch an expiation neceſſary in the counſel 
of God]; if we feel an abhorrence in us, 
and have a due ſenſe of the malignity of 
Gn; it is well: But if our ſorrow be only 
tranſient, and produce no laſting moral 
effect; if we can again in our lives crucify E 


the Son of God, and pur bim to open © 


ſhame ; if we can apoſtatiſe from the faith, 
and count the blood of Cbhriſt wherewith we 
are ſantified, an unholy thing; and do de- 
Spite unto the Spirit of Grace; we may 
then apply to ourſelves what our Savious 
faid to the women who lamented his ſuf- 
ferings — Daughters of Feruſalem, weep 
not for me, but weep for yourſelves —For if 
we fin wilfully, after we have received the 
truth, there remaineth no more Heer tice 
for fin. 
On the other hand ; if we ſincerely ac- 
cept of this covenant of mercy, _ 
on God's part, by the blood of Chriſt ; 


things ? 


we can with St, Paul rejoice, and count 2 * 2 


62 I 05 the Suſtring mid pen Cu ov. 
things bur ty por rhe exeellencyaf the know 
hedge of Chrift Feſus our Lord y that- 08 


may lub Him, and the power: of bit reſur- 

__ feftton—tf we dan ſo far annihilate our 

2 Cor. x. Wills and affe@ions, and bring into capti« 
<4 vity'every thought to the obedionce f Chriſt, 
as to reſolve to know nothing but Chrift 

and Him crucified ; then ue muy draw near 

5 with @ true heart in full aſſurance of faith; 
Heb. * n p to Him, who por tbe joy that 
dur ſer befor Him, endured the crgſi, de- 
. n eee at the 
e oo PE i, 
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4 ; 345 1 


* pong chap. VIII. v. 34. 3 
Who i he that condemneth It is Ctrif 
- :nobo died, yea rather that 1s riſen again: | 
who ts even at the right hand of God —* © - 
_ who ** wen e mn WS. 2 


T. Paul eden W in this a SERM. 
ter on the advantages of a Spiritual . 

life, and on the office of the Holy Spirit & 
towards them, whom, faith in Cbriſt, and 
a ſpiritual life, had entitled to be heirs 
and children of God; or who, from thence, 
had received the ſpirit of adoption, he fub- 
Joins this general reflection: Ve know Rom. viii. 
that all things work tagether for good, to 90 
them that love God; to them, who are the | : 
called according to his purpoſe. But at 
the ſame time, that no urong gonftruc- 
Fae tion 


ſo predeſtined (a doctrine unworthy of 
God, and deſtructive of all moral good- 
neſs) he cautiouſſy, before he enters up- 
ü. on it, defines Them who are the Called 
according to bit purpoſe,” to be Them tbat 
love God; who are ſenſible of, and grate- 
their love and gratitude by a careful obe- 


ſtination to eternal life were merely the 


arbitrary choice of a defpotic Power, de“ 
termined by no rule, but that of an un- 
controulable Will, and independent of any 


preceding merit or worth in the perſons 


dience to his eternal Law; or - whoſo. 
keepeth- bis word, in bim verily ic tbe leue 
i. Cod perfetted): Such, whom: be fore- 


new, them he predeſtined. Namely, whom 
he foreknew that they would, by their ex- 
emplary piety, obedience, reſignation, hu- 
mility, patience, faith, charity, and other 


eternal happineſs prepared for them frum 


tbe beginning of the world, in that glort- 


rogatory' to the glory of God, a8 4 juſt 
and merciſul governor, | might teceive 
ſanction from his words; as if Prede- 


g 


—— — 


Gl 


nod N due en, 2 Se 


nadtssene abe doctrine which the — 


ſtle here enlarges upon; is not only agree- 
able to reaſon, and the known perfec- 
tions of God, but 4s alſo (where not per- 
verted by the weak and ſuperſtitious 
comments of enthuſiaſm) full of the 

greateſt comfort to the faithful and obe- 


dient, without giving the leaſt ground to 


preſumption: or deſpair; and ought to 


be conſidered as one af the moſt im- 


portant truths with which the Goſpel 


hath enlightned us; and as part of that 
great ſcheme of Providence planned ne 
ages in the Eternal Mind for the ſalva- 


tion and tedemption of man, and laid 


open to the world at the reſurtection of 
bein; but which will not receive its 
completion; till h end comet h, when he 1 Cor. * 
ſball have delivered up the kingdom to God, * 
even the Futber; vben he ſhall have pur 
don all rule, and all en ved Roe 1 
and God ſball be all in all. | 


| Let'us-avcordingly.confider edi 1 


in * * A ruth of the (greateſt \ 


import 


Sunn. import ——— 


of mind; and as a nessſſary part of. the 
"great ſcheme; of... Proyidences und re- 
ceiying its certainty from the evidence 
_ we have of the truth ef Ci, reſur 
redtion.. neee, mae 
wuliy eſtabliſh it in our minds and zender 
the ſubje& a ſuitable; one to engage our 
Raſter, cf ip ns the preſent holy ſeaſon. 
. Who is be that condemneth ? It is Chrif 
"char d yea, rather that is reſen again, 
_— is even at the right —— 
Kr Aae e l 
+ ſomething more on the — Pre- 
explaining as fully as I can, the ſeriptural 
ſignification of the word, and the doctrine 
the Apoſtle, would ineulcate, when he 
terms the Body of Chriſtiaus, the Pre- 
. defined, the Elect God. wills then 
ſhew, how this hope of Election and Pre- 
deſtination is virtually united to the truth 
of Chrift's death and reſurrection: and 
ſubjoin a 11 . from the 


e SF 2s 10 I * SN 
"A The 
. ' 


OY i a 
* — 


» — 


—— idea of any ſcheme or Aga 


ine ludes in it the notion of predeſtination. 
To deſign, is to predeſtine, to predeter- 
miner 80 far the deſigns of God and of 
ten bear a likeneſs: that is, we may ſpeak 


of them in the ſame manner, as predeftined 


"6x, predetermined. events. 


Nevertheleſs 
© there is this eſſential difference - between 


them, The deſigns of God ure certain and 
_ voakecabloy: the deſigns of man, like his 
nature, changeable and uncertain: and 
——ů — 


— of God, namely his Wiſdom 


65 
Ses. 


— 


and Powers by which He knoweth _ 


even future Contingencies ; and 
— even at the "moſt diſtant pe- 


riods of time, whatever his infinite wiſ- 
den hath determined him to pre- ordain. 
"Ay wen n eee eee 
ma are ſo limited, that he neither can 
we judge what ſhall be fitteſt to do 
at any future time, nor can he abſolutely 
dapend upon his power to execute what 


e judgment hath a as 


1: fitteſt to be done. 


Whatever then God geſigne, is unal- 


vam For as He is infinitely wiſe, and 


i knows 


, * 
. 


On i aha. : 


8 


| Sen. knows what is beſt in every reſpect, ay 


WF, 


as his knowledge reaches throughout all 
diſtances of time, even to its final period; 


it is impoſſible that he ſhould at any 


time find reaſon to alter That which he 


hath dectecd or predeſtined to happen. - i] 


Now God from the beginning knew 
dk our firſt parents would fail in their 
obedience; to the forfeiture of- both-the | 


innocence ' and: happineſs of themſelves 


and their poſterity? And, in conſequence 
of that foreknow ledge, through his in- 


finite mercy and goodneſs, he vouch- 


ſafed to decree the means of eur ſalva- 


tion in Christ; to releaſe us from tlie 


power of ſin and death; and to reinſtate 


us in that happineſs, which was loſt by 
. the firſt man's diſobedience: ſo that the 
ſal vation of mankind in Chrift, was 4 pre- 
determined and unalterable event. Never- 


- theleſs this predetermined mercy to man- 


kind, when applied to particular perſons, 1 
is entirely conditional: it is meant only 
to be extended to them, who by faith and 
obedience, - ſhall have in ſome / degree. 
merited this grace; o that none, but 
: yy who * and n the condi- 


W 1 


on Pregnant 5 69 


tions on which merey was originally of- 9 
red, can be redeſtined to this ſalva- 5 
fr —_ | N N — 099 292: BY — 
But God foreknew, both thoſe who 
would, and thoſe who would not, accept 
the offer of his mercy ; or rather, 5 
by patient continuance in well ding, would 
entitle themſelves to the promiſe of eter- 
nal life; and who would be contentious, 
and obey not the truth, but obey un- 
righteouſneſs 3 ; and therefore become juſt | 
objects of his diſpleaſure and ' wrath! 
And the irrevocable ſentence, which 
from the beginning has paſſed in the 
Eternal Mind, in regard to every indivi- 
dual, and which has allotted to each, their . - 
future ſtate of happineſs or miſery, is en- 
tirely founded on this foreknowledge; and 
is none other, than what, excluſive of this 
foreknowledge, the ſum of all their re- 
ſpective actions, at the concluſion of their 
lives, will a of an wiſe and 
juſt Judge. Er e F 12 
This is, (to the beſt of my Janes 
the true Goſpel account of Predeſtination: 
in which, nothing arbitrary, nothing _ 
ſaitable to. vous 8 960s and e 
nnd F 3 * Wy God 


* . 
. * 4 . 


Senn. God appears; nothing that can gi un- 
V., reaſonable hopes to the preſumptuous, or 
de the cane of deſpair to the- wege 
minded: But all is h and merciſul: 
matter indeed af terror e them who. obey | 
unrighteoufneſs z but to them whe dove 
| eee eee 
Peace of mind. N * Gerd 
That this is ee e the Apoſtle's 
ſenſe, and alſo to the doctrine which 
be would inculcate, when he terms the 
Chriſtian church, .: the. Predefined, | the 
Elec of God; will plainly appear, by con- 
Hdering the . particulars. ſo emphatically 
urged by him in the text, and in other 
parts of the ſame charter. concerning 
Juſtifcation. ans 
By the law given to Moſes none could 
be juſtified, who, did not yield, a perfed 
_ obedience; to it, in, every article, They 
became debtors to the Whole law 3-38 
Chap... Sr. Paul oblerves to the Galatians, Curſed 
* 1 one e eee not in all things | 
| — e eee Jem 
point, incurred the penalty pronounced 
egeinſt che violation of the,whok - fo that 


* is the An of human nature) 
whe 5 . 5 none, 


e ee could claim the Suatse | 
reward annexed to the perfect obſervance. V. 


This dh, and thou ſbalt live. 
Hence the Apoſtle, en ee as 
ay many other places, takes occaſion to 

ttiumph in the ſuperior excellence of the 

law efliſaith, which juſtiſies all who be- 
neun obey the Goſpel: Who are de- 
livered from the ſentence af the law of 
works, dy becoming through faith and 
| obedience; tbe Predefined, 'the Called; the 
Eluat of God. Who, ſays the Apoſtle, ſhall 
lay any "thing to the charge of Gau 
ehtt ? It is God that juſftifieth: Who is be 
that condemneth ? It is Chrift that died.— 
| Hence he urges his certain hope of his 
own 
 Chrift, and of his being delivered from 
the ſentence of the law of works, becauſe 
© Chriſt died for hitn. It is Cbrif the Son of 
© God, who freely ſhed his blood upon the 


Erofs for the remiffon of his fins. And | 


having | accepted hat propitiatory] ſaeri- 
2 — as it were, what he al- 
ü " 4 : 


*% OS 


predeſtination to eternal life, ' thro? 


ready 


of the Whole.” 'The'voice of the Law iy IR 


Rom. viii. 
33» 34 


% 


Rom, viii, 


bh. ready had urged; 0 
"FIT — — hs 
88 * Son of God; (argues our Apoſtle) has 
I not only offered. himſelf up, as a ſacrifice 


e alſo given undoubted: teſtimonydo J eſus, 


for my fins; and the ſins of the whole 
world; but God has given undeniable 
evidence to his acceptance of it, by 
the taiſing him from the dead (the firſt 
«fruits of the reſurrection); andithereby 


«25 being that Divine Perſon; the Crit, 


his true and only Son. I amm ſatisfied 


te from hence, (continues the Apoſtle) that 
e am juſtified from all my former ſins, 
« through faith in him, who ir already 


| ® ſeated as the right band of God-—wha 


t has already taken poſſeſſion of his me- 


& diatorial kingdom. I am convinced that 


— 


God has predeſtined me, and all who 


embrace the conditions of his grace 
e and mercy, to eternal life and happi- 
* neſs; and that I hall hereafter enjoy 


es the utmoſt ertent of my hopes, ine that 


glorified ſtate, in which Chris now 


ig, and Which is prepared for all, οn 


te Spirit wirnelſet b. o be ide forts Py 
Ged. Lam then no longer under the 


bens of the law PP have no longer, 
1 1 N N ' reaſon 


«5 tranſgreſſions: for I baue not received 


6 law, I had hopes, (though the law gave 


dience. Theſe hopes I derived from 
«:the riches of the gocdneſs of God; 
4 abounding throughout all nature. But 
er theſe hopes were allayed and depreſſed 
4 by fear. I ſtill was under; the bondage 
«of the law; I had often incurred the 
penalty; and the ſentence againſt tranſ- 
« greſſion remained in its full force. The 
very Goodneſs of God, the only founda- 
tion of my hope, overwhelmed me alſo 
et with fear: for That goodneſs implied 
.in it all that I had reaſon; to dread, as 
well as to hope from. The purity of 
God's nature his hatred of ſin, his in- 
exorable jaſtice, as well as his un- 
et bounded merey, were comprehended 
4 in his Goodneſs. Thus I hoped much; 
but my * ua me back into 
Ane 5 ö te * a dread- 


\ 
* 1 

TIF) 3:96 8 
4 - - 


one,) that the ſincerity af my intention 
„would be accepted in default of obe- 


erte iris 1 4 ondage ag ain To + gar, but 2 2 


Sithe; ſpirit gi adoption 75; Hence I mee 
confidently traſt, that Lam in a fate 
grace. In my former ſtate, as under the 


teaſon to fear the effects of my, former 8 7 | 
JON 1 


FR. 


l | Bunge * „ dreadfal ſtate of uncertainty. 0. 
| . V. e retobed man that I am, 1% Da de- 
| non. ver me from the body of this death ! 
* * © [than#God, this deliverance has (Chrit 
e wrought for me; and I now feel. the 
«© certain earneſt of eternal happineſs. His 
4 death and reſurrection 1 look on as the 
fal of my redemption. Hence I con- 
« fidently truſt, that I am predeſtined to 
*.etcrnal life: for God has undeniably 
e ſhewn, that he has predeftined, that 
the faitihſul and: obedient ſhall be happy: 
end 1 mey ſurely reiy on being in- 
«.gluded in that happy number, until I 
_ © forfeit my rigt (for ſo He has ſuffered 
. ( 

d obedience.“ 
1 Pe... n paraphraſing on hs: Apoſtle's 
=_ I have endeavoured to explain, in 
| —— what limitations, he 
underſtood the doctrine of Predeſtination 
= - and Hlection; in which nothing ab/oluts 
or unconditional is found : and in purſuing 
this argument, I have already, in part, 
explained, how this doctrine is virtually 
united with the truth of Chrg#s reſur - 
alen; which: was the ſecond point ta 
4D 93, be 


— 


o Predeftinations TS 
be'confidered ;-10 that what remains _ Sn. 
be comprehended in fe words. - WW. - 
As the doctrine itlelk hach its ſousde⸗ . 
tion in revealed religion, ſo the death "7 
and reſurrection of Chri are the main | 
_ pillars on which the whole building reſts: 

For unleſs Cbriſt had died, there had been 

no facriſice for fin 3 -no-ſufficientone; (for, 
as the Apoſtle to the Mebrews obſerves, it Heb. . 4. 
is impoſſible. that the blaad of bullt and g DE 
goats ſhould take away fin.) - And unleſs pes” 
Chr:i/i had riſen again, there had been no | 
evidence of the divine acceptance of his 
ſacrifice on the. croſs, If: Cbrift be not 1 Cor . 
raiſed, your faith is vain, ye. are yet! in 

your fins... So that all depends on the cer- 

. 4. of this event. Accordingly God 
has eſtabliſhed the truth of it on fach _ 
undeniable evidence, as will, throughout 
all ages, appear equally convigcing,. and 
be a ſolid foundation for every one to reſt 
bis hope upon, who is predeſtined to 
eternal Jifez that is, for every nen who 
laveth and obeyeth. the truth. Ty 
The deductions 1 would make from 


"this fubje, .chiefly are ſuch, . as. may. he 
uſeful. to, remove. prejudices. againſt...the 


v4 


8 ä general 
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M; general 1 Wy ins S it tad 


* Þ a ſource of perpetual conſolation, in the 
. Aeble and diſtreleful IO 0 


4 B42 an. * 
* 1 


life. . 

The Sn PIES Gn to "this 
doctrine, is, that it engenders preſump- 
tuous hopes, or elſe hurries a mind natu- 


rally deſponding, into the moſt wretched 


ſtate of deſpair. But now this objection 
does in no wiſe lie againſt the doctrine, as 
taught by St, Pau/; but by men, wha 
have neither underſtood the 2 0 1 nor 
. nature of true religion. 

For, firſt; the promiſe of election i is 
not given abſolutely or unconditionali ly to 


any; but is limited to he good, and 


thoſe whom God foreknew. So, from hence 
it is plain, that an alteration in conduct, | 


| cher from bad to good, or from good 


o bad, muſt alter the ſtate of eye 


* in reſpect to his future life: for 
He is not predeſtined to eternal life, 


nw , a. Is 


whoſe conduct towards God and man. 


| ſhall. not make him capable of juſtif- 


cation. Here then is no room for that 
preſumptuous hope or confidence, that. 


Lone can fall Hun grace. 1 And, beſides, 


| 


als al though 


On Predeſlination. 


cough He perfectly knows what every 
one ſhall merit, and thus has predeter- 
mined their future ſtate; yet as ſuch 
knowledge i is too wonderful for man, this 
preſumptuous confidence ill becomes the 
Humility: of | Chriſt's diſciple ; but every 


one ought to work out" bis own ſalvation 


with fear and trembling ; 22 though Be 
"HOW p Hand, Be may bereafter fall. "£4 
On the other hand, 'the- unreaſonable 


2 and wretched deſpair, which the 


miſapplication of this doctrine has created 
to weak minds, are full as groundleſs. "Ft 


is a ſhocking blaſphemy,. « even to ſurmiſe, 


"that God has brought us into life, and 


predetermined us to future miſery; ſur- 
; —— as. we are with ſo many inſtances 
of his goodneſs and tender concern for 
the happineſs. of his rational creatures: 
* The wicked, indeed, have cauſe to fear 


the worſ that can happen: But even their 


| \ Deſpair. will injure: the God of Merepg\if * 
they think that he will not pardon them 
on a ſincere repentance: For if their 
future miſery be predetermined, it is on 

dhe $10 mbar which God hath, that 


they 


C 
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ent long: ſuſfering and forbearantrte. 


| Let us Ather turn our thoughts to what 
8 muſt chiefly rcον⁵m mend this doctrine; 
1 and fal the Apoſtle! in his triumph 
| ber ſin and the grave; ever; 


hat the: „ e ON 
aſſurance ab his e 5 1 
Ftom hence ſpringe tho tis: of our 
deceming the children of God, and heirs 
af ſalvation: and what a courage ought 
1 n inſpire us with, to know, that 
God has determined us to be finally and 
e Gad be for us, 
ano can be againfl us? What enemy 
need we fear, having him for our pro- 
becher What wants can we feel, and not 
polſeſi our fouls i in patience, knowing that 
we live under the ſhadow of his good 
| » Providence? He that ſpared not bis own 
Rom. vii. Sam, but delivered bim up for us all, how 
N . ſhall he not with him freely give us all 
things? Who ſhall ſeparate us from the 
vue of Chriſt ? Shall tribulation, or diſtreſs, 
dor perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, 
a: ein 
5 | things 


— 0 4 


| : 5 . * ' gp $34 | 


things wwe are more tban conquerors, through 8 ENI. 
him . that ' loved. undo is riſen, and V+ 

Arterb at rbe vigbe hand of God, to make © 
anterceſſion. for ut. Whereſore I am Per- . 
-fſuaded, © (concludes the Apoſtle;) fo far 
from being ſhaken in my faith, by the 

_ [malice and cruelty of my earthly enemies; 
am perſuaded,” that neither" death, nor 
ie, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers; nor things preſent, nor things to 

come; nor height, nor depth, nor any other 

creature (no circumſtance of time or place, 

nothing but wilful and preſumptuous fin), 

mull be able to ſeparate us from the love of 

ian , ve 35 - took ale 
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, On the Refurredtion of Gunz! 1. 


% 2 . Cor. Ei KV lv. 28. 

But how is Chrift riſen from the dead; and | 
5 eee n 5 
— * | 
HE, km immortality of the Soul; which Saatk 
I]) ihe moſt ſenfible of the Heathen [V.] 
beben taught, at leaſt as highly ß 
probable; 'was a doctrine of eaſy aſſent: 
there is an inward defire in all men of 4 
continiiahte in life; and abhorrence orf ON 
annihilation; | which makes the ſeveral ar- 
guments offered in proof of it (chougli 
ſome of them by themſelves not abſb= 8 
Jutely concluſive) to be well received: Tt "i 
was a doctring much cheviitaged in all 
eivilized ſtates for political reaſons ; be- 
eauſe it carried with it the belief of futurs 
e and puniſomentr; and thereby 

N Fl | Was 


iin 
zo 


Sum. 


IV.] 
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— En>”- <a> 292 tmp nero 
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was of Freat 7 the magiftrate, in 
promoting the general good of the com- 


munity, But this doctrine, though founded 


in truth, was ſo blended with fable, and 
disfigured by the inventions of the 1 
and Set, who had the forming of their 
popular religion, that ſome of them who 
had not diſcernment enough to ſeparate the | 


truth from the falſhood intermixt with it, 
rejected the whole as fabulous, and fell into 


the comfortleſs opinion of the dying. of 
the ſoul and body together. Neverthe- 
leſs, the natural love of life implanted i in 
the human breaſt, for wiſe and good pur- 
poſes, conſtantly counteracts this fatal 
error, in every mind, excepting where an 


ill life cauſeth a dread of a futurity worſe 


than annihilation. - By the thinking. agd 
virtuous man, whoſe conduct gives. him 


no bias againſt the conſequenceg, this 


truth of an immortal ſtate after death, 
will always be well, receiyed, and has 


been ſo ĩ In all ages. 151 15 Win 0 CEL 


What ſhocked, the. Prejudiges: of the 


Corinthians, was, the doctrine; St. Paul 
taught, of the relurtection of the body. 


| and. its arne with LY eule e 


2, 


1 IF a : U 45 . queſtion N 


On the Rituredtin of Cunro, 


=. 


queſtion-ſtarted, among them, e mn © — 2 


us unanſwerable in their opinions was 


Hm are the dead Nad up, and with what 1 
Body do they come? This queſtion St. Pau 


anſwers, in the ſpirit of revelation, that 


"the body of man ſhall be raiſed from 


death, by the power of God, at the laſt 


day, as certainly, as Jeſus! Chriſt himſelf 


roſe from the dead; tlie firſt fruits, unte 


- 
Lid 
3 108060 


God, of a general reſurrection. But , Ibid. 16. 


rbe dead riſe nor, then is not Obriſt raiſed, 
However, to thoſe ſcoffers WHO would 
refuſe aſſent to this doctrine, as implying 


an. impoſſibility, he appeals againſt theſe, 
to a matter of fact, every year brought to 
paſs,” according to the courſe of nature, 


in the growth of grain from the ſeed; 


Don fool; that which thou Joweft" ir not —lbia. 
quicRencd," except ir d. And that which 50. 


bon fowet; thou foweft not that body aobich 


ſhall be, but bare'grain ;- it nay cbante of 
wheat; or ſomt other grain. But G0 
grveth t a body as it bath Pleaſed him,” and 


fo every feed his own body: And as con- 


_ reraing\the reſurrection of Jeſus himſelf, 


the Apoſtle refers them to what he had 
taught and What they * belle vd— 


2 


Wy * 2] \ Tack 


— — 2 —¾ ! — — = 
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1 
Senn. Tber Chriſt died for au fins, en 


IV.] 


Ion xv. Toferagaty upan the-third day, 
| OF des 


Ib. —. 


On the Ryſurrettion of Our. 


ie ſeripturat: and that: be was buried and 


\£he\ or 1pSUres s and eee the 1 N 
dencę on which the doctrine of the reſur- 
#eQion was preached to them. Firſt r 


| Sei was ſeen of Cepbat (or Peter) then of 


3 pp. =Y 


„CC eff ins, fays tha Aral 
EFFECT 


* \ after that be was fen «of 
above fue hundred; brethren. at onde t 


a ham the. greater part remain n 90 thjs 
preſent. * but, fame. are fallen Sleep. ft 


bat he was ſeen of James 3. then of all 


Ney whether this accumplated | evi- 


id! 
2 — De 


| dence; be ſuſncient do ovince: the truth of 
bln 2g; « fact as. the reſurrection 


of Cbrib, is a queſtion not difßcult te 
determine; as it reſts:on. the, capacity,of 
de ſeveral. witneſſes, and on their fip- | 
cerity in their aecpunt f. it. The conſe- 
quonces of the determination were great 
both to themſelves, and to their followers: 


* 151 to themſelyes —That. #hey. would he found 


falſe: wwitneſts 10 God 3 becauſe! thej had 
df of God, that he 5 


* not up if ſo be . 


77 
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—— Crs 10 
wiſe dos iu regard to their follo wert. whom 
they bad induced: to believe in CHviſt. 


deluded with falſe hopes of pardon and 
Teconciliation with God through CHViſt's 


mediation; and alſd with the hopes df a 


le ſurection to a bleſſed immortab ſtate in 
Bis kingdom: But if there be 1 
tion of the dead, then is Chriſt not riſen: and 
F Chrif Want riſen, ther it our preaching 
gin,” aud pour faith i ae vum: ye are 


yet in your fins : ye are ſtill ſußject to 


the ſentence. paſſed, | on all men in Adam; 
Rl Tubje&t "to the wrath; of God pro- 


| RET, againſt all impiety, angodlineſs, 


| and uncighteouſneſs of men. Even 7 
who bad fallen aſleep. (had died) in the 


| fait 7 of. Chrifl were periſhed. Much 


15 1. 
more to be pitied was his own fate, and 


Sen- 


IV.) 
Non nn worſe = theſe had thenebanan 


Ibid. 18. 


"that of” 'the living Apoſtles, | Who hal. 


forſaken all for Chr %s fake ;.. were be- 
: 35 as the dung of the earth; expoſed 


to every injury and infult ; ſubjected to 


1 blows, ſtripes, and impriſonments and 
_ even. to death for his ſake, who upon the 
| ſuppoſition of his not having riſen again, 


N never e ee Well max 
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On the Refuredtion of Oli wi 1 


st. Foul exclaim.-If in this" life only wa 
have . we are "of all men to 
miſerable.” bon i non EP 28 11 
bes tien t 280. . HY babhleb 
From ah words of abe ol "a will 
firſt: examine the eyidence which the 
Apoſtles offer in ſupport of an | 

hs: ge, Reſurtecivns. - Wo. 7 Gong a 
sn Su Aya 

ms. Whether they faule poſſibly 
be. ſuppaſed to PS giving a i 


| e of N d TW a . 
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ce ptionable, whether it has weight enough 
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11 this wt 5 be nſec in 


Ml ; contratied manner; and only be. p to- 


— 
Acts 1. 3. 


; poſed as "heads of Toah de ich, for 7 you 
private refleions, | 2 87 


* * A 9 2 . 142 


e e e to eee 204 25 30102 


Fir; The fad" be cla Hh fs a 
plain matter of fact, ps ere 


ately to the fenſes.* It is thus ftäted b 


St. Luke, in the fir chipter of the 255. 
. Reuld Os be N 5. Pen. 
1 : by 


bg teiReftreivn Order Wi. 
Jy muny mifullible. proofs, being ſeen of them" S ERM«/ 
forty days 3 and peaking of the things per- IV.] 
wid v0 be kingdom of Gd. 
I have already recited the order of theſe: 
apptaratices* from this epiſtle ; therefore 
need not ſpeak further of them diſtinctly. 
The Apoſtle has omitted all that paſt at the 
ſepulchre, and our Saviour's appearance 
there to Mary Magdalene, as well as his 
appearance to the two diſciples at Emmaus; 
theſe appearances being only preparatory: 
to that general one, when he appeared to 
them all, for the more gradual : diſpofing, 
the minds of the Apoſtles, to receiye him 
with calmneſs and attention, by leſſen- 
ing the aſtoniſhment which ee 
expected event muſt occaſion: ſor indeed 
ſo little prepared had they been as yet to 
expect it, that the reports brought from 
the ſepulchre hy the women, were con- 
ſidered as idle tales, and they believed 
2 them not; though what, both Peter and Luke 
Jobn had, diſcovered, of the body's re- v. 11. 
moval, ought to have awakened their 
attention to theſe reports. It is however, 
certain, from their general. diſpoſition, 
ha particularly from that of Thomas, 
vg LF 10 that 


Sende, r may: not over een | 
IV.] hopes in Cöriſ as the Meſſiah, were all 
—— ſunk and buried in his grave: nor did they 


— 


ſeem at that time to recollect his declara- 
non that he ſhould riſe on the third 
day: Deſpair bad wholly poſſeſſed - their 
minds, and obliterated the remembrance 
. ef every act of his Almighty Power, 
on earth, which could keep alive their 
faith in him as the Chrift.. In this dif 
poſition” he appeared to them; and by 
ſuffering them to ſatisfy every doubt they 
doould have of the reality of his being that 
..M whom they ſaw- crucified, dead and 
| buried, (for - as St. John writes, e have 
feen ith our eyes, we have looked" upon, 
and our bands have bundled the Word of - 
ie by familiarly-converſing with him 
forty days, by eating and drinkin 4 "with 
him frequently during thut time, | 
only eſtablined the truth of Mis #1 k | 
riſen; in their own minds, but made — 
capable witneſſes of the ſume to all na- 
fions;: to- whom der wee ro preach 'the 


b {CF eit a IIS e [4 — „eig A 
The ſecond: doubt is, whathor: they 
cond b e 2⁰ 1 combined in 
giving 


Ore Bertin f xn ww tg 
à falſe account af our Saviour's 1 
rrection! This doubt is ea r- . 
— x» firſt, chere could. be no nt]. 
vhich could be anſwered by the attempt; 
and ſecondly, they were not in a capacity 
to carry on ſuch a defign, For what end 
could it anſwer to them, ta impaſe ſuck-a 
falſhood on the world? What gain could 
gecruc to them, any longer to teach an bir : 
name, whom the rulers of the Jews had 
put to an ignominious death? What 
could they expect for ſo doing, but tu 
| ſhare in dhe ſufferings of their maſter? 
accuſed them: of ſtealing the: body'r and 
bis Reſprrection, would have fixed this 
charge upon them, and have ſubjected 
þeſare "them, fon e: nee 
1 —— lh 5 
was ſtanding before them, a living wit- 
neſs of the: Divine Power, which attended 
that name; that they could ſay nothing 
hae they had 1 ens 
| zuin I 
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VI it; even diſmiſſed them 
4 * ing 35 nay; with 


5 but then cvenitlien; bonds and / impriſon- 


| Hs: ads not to . 
threats, if they did ſo any more, This 

— a teception their preaching 
the. Reſurrection, though a trith; would 
have:met with, unſupported-by the evi- 
dene of miracles. They muſt have 
been cruſhed on the very firſt» attetüpta 
Beſides, what could have moved theſe 
poor illiterate men to ſupport 4 falſhood 
oliſueh 4 natute, againſt their ow conꝗ 
feienodes, and ine defiance too of the legal 
pouier of the nation lying both to G 
aid mansvif Cb ucyere not riſen ? The 
ſuppoſition is f all things the moſt im- 

' ptobable. 1 Armed:indeed math ;Divine 
5 Halo etleionendhbrebecaniicreetibics” 


rheuts were .thevcertain conſequence: of 
their miniſtry : and after a ſclics bf mi- 

ratles performod in the name of ear 

. tlie laſt evidence they gaue 'tovithe t truth 
op atheir neee 
truth with. heit blood. 120 D abel $590 
The laſt . i queſtiom is, Whether, hon 
ever mb Ghrefts on 
Reſurrectiom i icht:an; itſelf, to 
ſupport the doarine of a general Reſur- 
1 „ 


45 


On ebe Refiirrettionaſ Canis , xl 
tection, againſt" the anne ere SN 
by unbelievers? 00s de le "OR L 
It is true, rely will kay) codons 
evidence for CBMiſis on Reſurrection, to 
be valid, | that Chriſt is riſen, that he tres 
vived in his body and roſe from the 
gave; yet the Reſurrection promiſed to 
man of his body, i is otherwiſe cireum . 
ſtanced, and not in any degree to be de- 
duced from the Reſurreckön of Ji. 
He remained not in the grübe above thts 
and- thirty hours; his body ſaw" no Eb 
ruption, büt remained phife@ and entire 
ſauſdeptibſe of a quick reviviſcente t 
| whereas the body of man Korrupts, und 
all its parts crumble into the original duſt 
from whence it was formed its moſt ad 
parts being reduced by time; as) the'reaſt}- 
| fo that the caſe'is in'no wiſe mila. From 
this argument, founded on fact nbt ĩ0 be 
contradicted, ariſes this ſcoffing queſtibn: 
How are the dead raiſed up, and with what 1 Cor. xv. 
body a they came? Their o body that 35: 
denk, being g ſoon diſſolded and reducecto 
aſhes, perhaps ſcattered over the face of 
the earth. The poſſibility, ele 
Poul vindicates, from am ànàlogy in nd 


ture, 


* 


matte naler, 


1 : 
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M1. the life of another; the death of the grain 


— ſotved, the life of the plant, which x riſes 


and vegetates from the corruption of the 
 ſeed:; The fame very wonderful. courſe 
0 ation, from the corruption of a for 
met being, is ſeen in Animal life, as in the 
5 te fk. worm, which changes its nature twice 
? before it becomes a butterfly, its perfect : 
 "_ the — from whence, it 
eech. dying te give life to the creature 
4 ſtate. Theſe are analogies in 
betwre, ſufficient to ground our belief upon, 
that we allo, from the corruption of our 
mortal bodies, max obtain e lach immortal 
Ad incorruptible; nor can, we, lay it ;is 
ünprobable, ſince we ſee eren here, 
 Jomathing Henle to it. We alſo from 
aripture. are taught, that. God originally 
Seate man, of the duſt of the earth: a and 
re ane, it is allo in hig power 
e eee — Whenever be 
pPleaſes; ſo. that recurring to his almighty 
. Power, even the improbability of the fact 
4s removed, and o 9 of the 
abjeRiion...is. andwered..., . 
though. the. OO YET YL YE: 2 


* 


: —*, 


On 1 4 Jarre 7 Ae 


RCs in! itſelf carry. eonvition with 
it, that ours ſhall be raiſed; yet, as it car - 
ries with it a full and ſufficient evidence; 
that he was the Meſſiah, the Son of God, 
and eſtabliſhes the truth of his Divine 
Mon ; ſo it alſo eſtabliſhes every pros 

iſe. Chrift. has made in his Father's 
name : This is the Will of my. Father 


which hath ſent me, that. every. one % 


erb the don, and believeth un him, may 
bave everlaſting life, and I "will raiſe bin 
up at the laſt day. The firſt Alam, from 
whom we derive our corruptible nature, 
was a living ſoul 3 the ies —CHIF 


Lang quickening ſpirit. 
Let us then no War doubt of theſe 


ſaving truths : For why. ſhould 1 be 


v3 


* 
. * , 
* Y 


— 
— 


John vi. 
9 


Ads xxvi.. 


#hought « a thing incredible, that God ſhould _ 


ra! iſe the dead? Why ſhould we aſk the 


vain queſtion, that ſcoffers have ſo often 


repeated, With what bodies ſhall we come 
We are told, that fleſh and Blood cannot 
inherit the king dom of heaven ; neither can 
corruption inherit mcorruption—This is 
ſufficient—this ought to make us willing 


to part with this corruptible body; which 


| W us from that ſtate to which 
1 God, 


, f . 
* - * A PR * 4 4 „ 3 


1 Cor. xv. 


676 


on the Reſarrection F CHRIST. 


SRM God, -by*Chrift, hath called us, where 


Wa 


death will be fwallwed up in victory. But 
this we ever ſhould have in memory; that 
corruption and incorruption, are not more 


irreconcileable, than fin and happineſs, 
God and the finner who preſumptuouſiy 


offends him Let us, therefore, conſidet 


cürſelves as Buried with Chr: ft by baptifi 
(our baptiſmal covenant) | into. his death : 


Bal like as C was raifed from the dead 
BY Koe gor) 7 the Father v4 we alfo ſhould 
wank in newneſs" of It life tbat if we be 
dad indeed to fin, we ſoull live to Feſus 
Cr. He that ts dead is free from fin + 

but being made free, we became the ſervants 
of God: de bave our fruit "unto e 
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On the Giſt of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Aer chap. U. v. gp 45 


Then Peter ſaid unto them: Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the Name 
of Jeſus Ghrift, for the remiſſion of | fins; 
and ye ſhall receive the. gift of the Holy 
_ Ghoſt, For the promiſe is unto'you,' and 
. to your children, and ta all tbat are 
afar off, even as many as: Phe: Lord our 
Ge all cal. e 4s bontive 


11511194 I 


P. the foregoing part FF, this * 
we have a full relation of the wonder- 
ful deſcent of the Holy Spirit in a viſible 
manner upon the Apoſtles : The imme- 
diate conſequence of that deſcent ; all 
began to Heat with other tongues, as the 
ſpirit gave them utterance; The declara- 
tion St. Peter made for himſelf, and for 
the reſt of the Apoſtles, before the mul- 


_ * rr rm te RI. 7 


G titude 


* \ 


S ERM. 


A&s ii. 


36,37. 


, * 
„% 
de 1 . 


7 W 
en l 


of every. vario under eas now come. 


— together at. the noifng ahroad of thus Mis 


racle* and laſtly, the effect which his 
diſcourſe had upon the multitude in the 
words preceding the text. Not! when 
they heard this, namely, that God had 


made tbat ſame Feſur, whom they had cru- 


cified, both Lord and Chriſt, they. were 
pricked in their heart, and ſaid unto Peter, | 
and to tbe reſt of the Apoſtles : Men and 


 bretbren,. what ball we de? Peter finding 
: them, in this perplexity , awakened to at- 


tention. by the ſtrangeneſs of the miracle ; 
convinced by his words, of the real cha- 


racter of Jeſus of Nazareth ; and terri- 
med at the ſenſe of their guilt, in having 

_ crucified the Juſt One, the Meſſias, and 
the Lord of Life; he relieves their 


anxicty, by anſwering the queſtion, i in 
the words of the text: Repent, and be 
baptized every one of, you in the Name of 


Jus Chriſt. for. the. remiſſion of Ans; | 


and yt ſhall receive the 82 ift of the. Hoh 


| Ge. For the Promiſe is unto you, and 


to "your children, 2 rf % all that are afar 
WK x . 9 1 95 [21 222 75 J eV 4 "3s i E 


, i, = 
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N Aude wan PER Prat S ERM. 
at, In vtech worde ate included. I 
e AG ADC IIS REN EDEN — 
1. The bwl itſelf: Te fol receive” 

ny our e e een 


> z 4% „8 a Txt 
1 *ZJ * 4 n v3 
BI A065 * ' "Ary + mY 34-8 » 4 4 ; - f 


bak. The cen n : For the 
promiſe is unto you, and to" your children, 
and to all that are afar. off, even an _— 

as the payday our . be calle” | 


\ : 
* . TS Mee, EY 44 f 


„144 


iI. The Wen upon ich the 
promiſe is made; Baptiſm and Repent- 
ance: Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you, in the Name of Teſs W 6 
ab Yn” revive; uy 


_— fel; eee the rol it- 
ſelf: Which was performed in a twofold: 
reſpect; both as enabling thoſe in parti- 
cular, whom God had appointed the firſt 
preachers of his goſpel, to execute their 
commiſſion inſtantly and effectually, by 
aſſerting the truth of the Reſurtection of 
Fefus Cbriſt cruciſted, and confirming 
their own- word with ſigns following; 
4 3 as aſſiſting believers in ge- | 
5 "2 2 | neral, | 
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on be Gift of the Huh G 


SzRM.” neral, through the godly ations: 


2 K 


Ibid. 15. 


16, 17. 


Ibid. 26. 


Holy Spirit; in the reformation of their 
lives: for the ſupernatural powers attend- 


ing this gift of tongues reſted upon the 


Apoſtles, in a manner peculiar to them- 


ſelves; but the ſecret influences of or- 
dinary grace were ſhowered down upon 
the faithful indifferently, and many of 


them too were ese wege W extra- 


ordinary een een LEN 
This ſpecial promiſe of the Holy Spirit 
to the Apoſtles, was made by our Saviour 
in his diſcourſe with them on the night 
that he was betrayed, at a time when 
they were in the utmoſt dejection and 
ſorrow for his approaching death. Let 
not your hearts be troubled; ye believe in 
God, believe” alſo in me.=——<If ye" love me, 
heep my commandments: and I will pruy 
the Father, and be ſpall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever; even the Spirit of Truth.——And 
a few verſes after, be repeats his pro- 
miſe of the Comforter, the Holy Ghoſt, 
whom'the Father will ſind, (fays out S3. 
yiour) in ny nume; be ſhall tearh yo al 
are and — all 9 10 your re- 


2 * 


On abe Gift of: the Holy Ghoſt. 3% 
muambrance, aubarſaewer I have ſaid unto. SERM« 
ou. Thus far the promiſe ſeemed to ex- VI. 
tend only to the influence of the Holy © 1 
Spirit over their minds and affections, 
and to be given merely for their own. 
ſakes 3 to be a Comforter to them in 
their approaching diſtreſs,” to enlighten 
them, and to guide them into all truth, 
to remove their national prejudices in re- 
lation to the kingdom of the Meſſab, 
and to revive in their memories whatſo- 
ever he had done or taught among them 
during his ſtay upon earth. This was 
ſufficient» to keep up their ſpirits in the 
day of trial, and to prevent their hopes 
from being utterly. extinguiſhed at the 
death of their maſter. But after that 
event had taken place, and he was riſen 
from the dead, and they were about to 
enter upon their public miniſtry; then 
did our Saviour renew the promiſe unto 
them, with other and more extenſive 
powers; with the powers of healing the 
ſick, of raiſing the dead, of prophecy, of 
ſpeaking with new tongues, and with the 
additional one, of conferring theſe gifts 
upon all who ſhould be converted through 
NG We = their 


$6 © On che Gi of be Haß 

* their preaching... 3 — 
. and preach be Goſpel to every crrature. 
= e theſe! figs: ſhall follow then that 
15, 17,18. believes” in my wame'\ ſhalt they "raft" our | 
dels) they ſhall fprak with new tong 
#bey ſhall tale up ferpents; and if they 
drink: any deadly thing,” it ſhall not hurt 
bem; "they ſhall lay:hands on'the ficks and 
"they: fhall recover. And moreover, we 
find) from Sr. Jubn, à judicial authority 
veſted in the Apoſtles, of pardoning or 
retaining ſins. M boſoe ver fint ye remit, 
they are remitted unto ; Hen; and ub 
ever fins ye retain, tbey are retained. 
Theſe extraordinary powets of the Spi- 
rit, ſo neceſſary at firſt to the ſucceſsful 
preaching of the Goſpel, were conferred 
upon the Apoſtles for a general purpoſe ; 
mot to gratify private ambition, not to 
advance them to any worldly — 

nence, but to render them able n 
for the truth of God in Chtiſt, — | 
Witneſſes they were appointed, And in 
regard to that judicial authority o mit- 
ted to them, it ought to be obſerved, 
that no power was given them of act- 
ang PENA in es or e 
N ns: 


dee e f the E= Ober. 


#4 


« 


jg 9-9 2 Gawinidthi 6 thier Szndt. 


delf- — object of Divine: mercy 


the guilty, otherwiſe, than as his guilt 
had condemned him before Ged: and 
the power of remitting and retaining, 
even in the Apoſtles, could extend no 
further / than to pronounee the ſentence 
eee upon their reſpective be- 
It is not the judge, in criminal 
ee condemns ;:'the 
judge is only the mouth of the law. In 
the ſame manner, the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves were the mouths of the Divine'law ; 
and pardoned or condemned accordingly. 
How little then ate the pardons and in- 
ences, \cenſures' and condemnations 
fil weak frail man to be regarded, not 
oily unendued with any of the apoſto- 
ical gifts, not only acting unauthoriſed 
ef God, but in direct oppoſition to his 
| Katy Goſpel? But theſe are the cunning 

attifices of the Church of Rome, kia 
for gain and the eſtabliſhing | an unlimited 
power over conſcience, have been con- 


ent G 4 ſecurity 


"UI To lull the reftleſs ſinner into a fatal Z 


e ſinner of him- VI. 
— 


through grace: no power to condemm 
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Mater Uebe nn. 
6 ie utity zin his wicked eourſes, by thoſt 


4 who BER ne hase uch wadien abe 
: ,parchaſe, ahe,gpardonovf Tlaaten by a0 


means, rather than thaſa of . repegtance 


| 1 8 4 — an 


5s; dhe f 8 


F or. the promiſe is unte you, and te your 
children,, and 10 all tbat ure afar if. buen 
as many as;tbe, Lord aur God ſpall call. 

e ſee plainly, that the promiſe.cis 
univerſal to all that will accept it; J 
you, and 4% your. childrens, and to ali. ilat 


are ger . to Geptiles as well s erst, 


bond a as, well as free, not only to them of 


the preſent, generation, but to their chil- 


5555 and their poſterity for. ever, even a 
ny as the Lord our God ſhall call. att 
* desert it is evident from 


St. Paul. writes to the Kernen e 
the extraorder nary | gifts of. t he Holy 


Spirit, as healing the tick, ork 55 with 
tongues, prophecy, and "the | like, were 


| 5 Jointly conferred, but! upon the pos- 


7 tles 


* 14 - n 
* . 


One G f the Hdly Chit. 89 
Ales themſtlves. Even in his time fo be * 
auαν given, by-the Spirit, the word of . 
am in another the word of: knowledge By 1Cor. w— 
the, ſame: Spirit 5'- 10 another ibe gift" 7 
Healing « the gell fame Spirit, ay 1 
every nan ſeuerally as be i, 
>, Hence. it, is certain that — of 
dhe Spirit in general did not neceſſarily 
include all or an) of theſe ſupernatural 
gifts, with which the Apoſtles were en- 
dued: for then theſe gifts muſt have 
been aquiliy. diſpenſed | to all; but we 
find it otherwiſe in the apoſtolical age; 
and ſoon after they were wholly with» 
dran. Neither was it neceſſary or ſafe, 
when the Chriſtian religion had received 
eſtabliſhment in the world, and the [i 0 
£outitenance of the civil power, that the 
ſhould any longer continue. When once 
it had gained the attention of mankind by 
the force of miracles, its doctrine was to 
do the teſt: Its reaſonableneſs, its tens 
deney to promote the preſent and future 
happineſs of mankind, the goodneſs and 
mercy of God manifeſted therein, and the 
love of our Saviour .Chrjft in his death 
ang Ferns J all theſe, I with 


the 


F 


| cakes 


„  Onthi eh ef une . 
Sent. the effect which it had upon che lives f 
I dhe converted (a. witneſß in itſelf of its 
ken ety) were fully able, 
when preſented to well - diſpoſed minde, 
2080 Raid their aſſent, withbut any necoffity 
of the longer continuanee ef miraculdiis 
| Powers, which very ſoon became a futqect 
uf emulation and contentien: one thought 
nde gift he had, more hötourable that 
that of hib brother. Thüs à ſpiritual 
pride corrupted'their hearts; and diffolved 
the bond of peace and unity between tHery. 
This gave bcchſion to S7. Pau to inſtrüct 
the Gorintbians ſo fully in the nature Gr 
thele: gifts „ Wherein he clearly Ie ä 
mem bo fittie Feafotr end mdf W böaſt 
1 Cor. xii, aguinſt another: For though *rbrre wirr 

witierfities of giſte, it was the Jame" By 
wn though there were differences of admit 
wiftrations;" it was the" fame Lord"; an- 
ebongh there were diverfities of operations, 
get it mac the fame God which worketh Wl 
ix all. And on the whole he declares the 
love of God and man, comprehended un- 
der the word Charity, to be of more wörth 
chan all thoſe gifts which-they fo zealdufly 
 Evyered) and were fo contentious about: 
N . Covrt 


d the Git of the Bay Ghoſt 


Covet') earneftly the beſt gifts, and get I S ERNI. 
fhewr you (ia more excellent vuuy, chat of VL 
Charity; pictured — length in the 8 
following chapter. 1025-01190 Eh e om” 


But the wonſt bet nene e 
the continuance of.theln-gis. was; that 
practiſe all kinds; of impoſture, _ de- 
criuablenęſt of. unrig hteoiſueſt. For this 
Cauſe it was alio unſafe for mankind to be 


with ſuch ſupernatural powers. God 
knows how liable we all are to abuſe 
his ordinary gifts, and turn them into 
weapons for our on deſtruction. Even 
che beſt gift of God, the Goſpel of his 
gon, has been perverted, and made the 
ſupport of fraud and oppreſſion : ſo that 
had the Church of Nome that real power 
of working miracles, which from this ge- 
neral promiſe ſhe. pretends to; it is eaſy 
to imagine, what an abuſe ſhe would 
make:pf./it to the deſtruction of all piety 
and virtue. But God foreſaw the iniqui+ 
ty that early began to work; end with- 
drew thoſe dangerous gifts, before they 
could be abuſed to che perverſion of the 
Goſpel. | The 


truſted longer than neceſſity required. 


a. — 2 
* 928671 The gift then here promiſed of. the 
8 VI. Holy Ghoſt, al though conferred upon the 
e Apoſtles“ with extraordinary powers, yet 
adãs promiſed to the church in general, im- 
Plies nd more than the moral influences 
of Divine grace. In which ſenſe all 
ſincere Chriſtians may aſſurediy hope to 
be partakers of thoſe promiſes made by 
dur Saviour to his Apoſtles of the Com- 
Jorter, tibe Spiri g, Truth, to abide with 
Rom. viii. hem far ever; Whoſe office is td heiß νẽj 
770 _ infinmities, to male interegſſion for. Us with 
| groanings whith: cannot. be witered;; to 
fanityy: us, and make us tbe children: uf 
_ withi\God;: and jornt-heirs with Ghrifi In 
your children, and unto all that are. afar 
offs even at many as thei. Lord our God 
Jhalh:callc. who, by faith, and obedience 
to the + goſpel, ſhall, render - themſelves 
worthy of being admitted inta his 4pir 
ritual Kingdom. Neither is the gift of 
the Spirit, in the goſpel, to be looked 
| ajow: otherwiſe than as a neceſſary, qua» 
 lification-to eternal life, being offered io 
a, together with pr as the wed- 


12 ding» 


— eithe Hil Gas 93 


ling gormenti without which none nell S 
be admitted to the matriage - ſupper of * 
the Lamb; which leads me, laſtly, to the 
conditions on which the promiſe is made 
of the Holy Ghoſt; namely, baptiſm and 
repentance. Repent and be baptized- every 
ene of you, for the remiſion of. fins, and ye 
| th receive the gi ft 9; he. Holy ee 77 


N | 4 3-533 7 1 


II. The deſign of ha whole Chrillan 
diſpenſation is the deſtruction of the 
power of ſin and death over mankind. 
To this end all the means of grace are 
directed. Remiſſion of ſins is offered 
upon condificn of repentance ; not here 
meant a formal confeſſion of our fins; or 
forrow, however great, merely ariſing 
from the apprehenſion and dread of God's 
wrath; but from an affecting ſenſe of the 
greatneſs of our guilt; from an abhorrence 
of it, and of ourſelves for ever approving 
or practiſing of it. Repentance ſignifies 
an abſolute change of mind, diſliking that 
which we approved of before; and ap- 
proving that which before was the ob- | 
ject of our diſlike. - The conſequence 
MJ this ſtate of mind will be, an unaf- 
n "fected 


9 


Matt. iii. 


7 8. 


offenere; a eie —— 
gufle and unworthineſs; reſolutions of fu- 


| ture amendment; endeavours of reconcil- 


ing ourſelves to an offended God, by our 
evriverſion"to him; by making his Hely 


wall che rule of our remaining life. Such 


is the difpoſition of mind wherein the 
Apoſtle exhorts them to be 1 

Repert' ani be” baptized. Baptifm is an 
mſtitotion” indiſpenſibly neceffary by our 
Saviour's particular appointment, who has 
communded all to obſerve it who em- 


brace his religion, and kope to partake 


of the] benefit of his death. But the diſ- 
vfition required to render baptiſm effec- 
in repentance : Repent, and be bap- 
Jobn the Baptiſt reproved ths 

7 and Sadduces for comin gp — His 


2 ance 3 for ain elde 
and impenitent "diſpoſition 


of mind which deſerved that ſevere ap- 


pellation of 4 generation of wipers. And 


do all Wo hope, without holineſs'of life, 


to receive benefit from the external rites 


| or Fang, Alchoogh appointed by Divine 


er 


ordi- 


Olt the Gift of ebe Holy Gb. 

ordinance, may ſtill be offered the queſ- 
tion of the Baprift, Who hath warned you | 
ta flee from the wrath to come? But the 
conditions on which the mercy of God 
will be difpenſed to mankind;*are io 
evident, both from the known holineſs 


of his nature, and from the whole tenour 


2 


VI. 
n 


of the goſpel, that I need not _ | 


further thereupon. | 
I ſhall therefore conclude ich a re- 


cital of one paſſage, moſt expreſſive of 


the happineſs here ſignified by the gift 


of the Holy Ghoſt as promiſed. to all | 


who believe and obey the goſpel. Our 
Saviour baving, in his laſt diſcourſe with 
his diſciples, promiſed them the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, he in ſome ſort ex- 
plains to them the nature of that gift in 
the following words: He that hath my 
commandments, and. heepeth them, he it is 
| that. loveth. me; and be that lovethb me, 

ſhall, be loved of. my Father, and 1 will 
laue bim, and will manifeft myſelf unto him. 
But they not fully apprehending his 
meaning, Judas ( nat Tſcariat } ſaith unto 


bim, Lord, bow is it that thou wilt mani- 


fi def uſes unto us, and nat unto the world? 
Fr ts 45 Upon 


John xiv. | 


Ibid, $3. 


e will heep my words ; and my 
Have him; and we will com 
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* Pruit of the Spirit is in all 5 


neſt, Righteouſneſt, and Truth. 


| HE end of the Divine revelation SERM. 
VII. 
verſal power which fin, ever fince the 


in Chr; „1, was to deſtroy the uni- 


Fall, had uſurped over human nature; 
and to reſtore man, not only to that ſtate 
of happineſs and immortality, loſt by the 
firſt man's diſobedience; but to that ſtate 
of perfect goodneſs and reQitude, which 
can alone find favour with him, or make 
him capable of thoſe enjoyments, in 
which conſiſts an happy immortality. 
Man in his fallen ſtate, alienated Rem 
God, is a Being as uncapable of thoſe 
Piritual enjoyments, which are peculiar ” 
H to 


tection of God in 


On the FR PER 
wenly ſtate, as he is 80 * 


them, or — of the favour and pro- 

the leaſt degree. 0 
This reſults from the poiſonous nature 

of ſin, which corrupts the ſoul, impairs 


its nobleſt faculties, deſtroys the image of 
God within it, and ſeparates it from that 


union with the Holy Spirit, which it 
originally had; and which all bleſſed ſpi- 
rits, who have not known ſin, do per- 


petually preſerve. 


Therefore, although the —_ of Chri 


had. made atonement for fin, and recon- 


ciled man to his offended Maker; yet as 


long as the dominion of fin remained un- 
deſtroyed; he was as far as ever from 
a ſtate of happineſs, that being no other- 
wiſe to be obtained thin by a ſtate of 
rectitude, the being conformed to the 
image of him, who created him. To com- 
pleat the gracious deſign of God in the 


falvation of mankind, there wanted, not 


only to redeem man from the ri rigour of 
the law pronounced againſt fin, but to 
deliver him from the tyranny of fin, and 


to reſtore him to that rational freedom 


wherein he was created ; and fo to fit 


x | . him 


Oh the Fruit of the Spirit 


kim for that immortal ſtate of glory, 
which he was to inherit in Chrjf. | 
This Cbriſt has effected; by his Goſs 


pel, and by the influence of the Holy 


Spirit. By his Goſpel, the glad tidings 
which he brought himſelf, to teſtify the 


SERM. 
VII. 


Divine good will toward men, when he 
proclaimed with ſtill voice, The Lord, the 


Tord God, merciful and gracious, long 
ſuffering, abundant in goodneſs and truth ; 


keeping mercy for thouſands, forgroing i mi 


quity, tranſgreſſion, and fin ; but who 977 


by nb means pardon the guilty, ho ſhall 
henceforth negle& ſo great ſalbation of- 
feted to them by the Son of God, the 
meſſenger and mediator of the better co- 


venant, and ordained of God, the Judge 


hereafter, of thoſe whom he once died to 
fave. By the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, the Sanctifier, the Purifier of our 
hearts and minds; the Comforter, the 
Advocate, the Spirit of Truth; ge, 
fruit ! in us it love, joy, peare, long-ſu r- 
ing. gentleneſt, goodneſs, faith, aeekneſs. 
and temperance, or . briefly all goooneſs, 
righteouſneſs and truth. 


N 
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On the Fruit of #be Spirit. 
-The WER us: to-eonſider diſtinctly 


theſe three branches of moral perfection, 
8 de the Nan vfiche wel 


1 5 i 


1. N Fw firſt in . in 
which! is contained, as diſtinguiſhed from 
righteouſneſs, ſomething: more than thoſe | 
particular virtues, which are what make 
the character of a juſt or upright perſon : 
it implies the, doing one's duty, not 


- grudgingly, or as by conſtraint, merely 


as being the right rule of action: but 


from the obedience of love, from a prin- 


ciple of gratitude; from being warmed 
with a ſenſe of the Divine goodneſs, 
which makes St. Paul to call Love the 


ful Malling of .the law. And the Apoſtle 


ſeems. to juſtify the diſtinction between 
the righteous and good man, where he 
makes this difference between the one 
and the other ; 7 Kan for a righteous 
a ; good nan, "ſome would. even dare. 15 
die. And the reaſon is this: one acts 
ſdlely from principle; the other, from a 
3 of principle. and affeQion: 

one 


* worm 


o the Pot of the Spirit: fot 
ohe does a gd action, becauſe ir is right S ERNI. 
and fitting to do it; the other, becauſe it VIE. 
would hurt bim, it would be a violence 

to His nature not to do it: this regards it 
as His duty and His intereſt; that, as his 
oy and happineſs. 1 The one is che refult 
möſkly of ſelf-regard; the other, of a 
Godlike regard fbr His fefidW—eredtures. 
Under this head, therefore, come moſt 
of thole virtues which are purely chriſ- 
tian; as owe, joy, (the joy from good, 
or proſpect of good to another) fee, 
long-ſuffering, gentleneſs and meekneſs ; a 
which, he elſewhere ſums up in the e 
charity, the fame as Joue Herts, or Foolneſe 
5 ben tian TioAlLe. 1 1 


"Theſe are Vine tough bath 8 
kno owledged to be ſuch before the preach- 
ing of the goſpel, which are real arna- 
ments to human nature, as well as. the 

' ſupport and comfort of it : in Which men 


can neareſt imitate their Maker,. in dis- 


It is unneceſſary to dwell on che good 
they are "of to man. "What makes otiety 
defirable, but mutual love? What unites 
and keeps it together, but mutual elke 
H 3 : What 


8 What ſecures. that peace, but mutual fore 
VII. bearagce, lang-ſuffering, gentleneſs; and 
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70g / 


- 


== meekneſs? What violences, what ſceneg 


of blood and laughter, what diſtractions, 
both in Kates and private families, where 
theſe. are wanting ?.. What envyings.and 
repinings. at others. good? To. which, we 
may. add, what: diſcontents, what mur- 
murings againſt the Providence of God for 

accidents and misfortunes, the unauoid- 
able lot of our humanity ; and, as it of- | 
teneſt happens, the fruits 1 on own e 
= indiſcretion ! 77 JEN 


* 2 . " 
"or ' > 


1 The i branch of RL per · 
feclion is righteouſneſs; which though, ag 
well. as the laſt to be conſidered, Truth, 
is, and muſt be comprehended ſtrictly in 
goodneſs ; yet, as we have already obſery- 
ed, there is a neceſſary and juſt diſtinction 
to. be made between the righteous and 
the g man, we.may well ſeparate them 
in our diſcourſing 9 of u as far as, whey 
are Uiſtinguiſhaþle, 3 

. Righteouſneſs, d en, we. may conſider. 
GR 10 1 and, Ta towards was ; an, 

6 uns 
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unblameable conduct towards each, join- SRI. 

ed with temperance; chaſtity, and purity VII. 

of manners. It lis the choice and regard L 
for what is right, and the diſlike; for 

vrhat is wrong; founded on the eternal 


difference of things, excluſive of any 
other regards than the action being wrong 
or right in itſelf: or in other words, 
the acting according to truth and right 
reaſon? But fin has introduced a new face 
of things into this diſordered world. Vio- 
lent 3 and — have 1 


ed dhe will to the. gratification of their 
worſt deſires: ſo that man, in this weak- 
ened ſtate, rather knows what ought to 
be done, than has ſtrength or power to 
do it. God, therefore, as ſome aſſiſtance 
to his weakened. faculties, ſince reaſon has 
little influence over his actions, has i in- 
grafted ſuch. affections into his nature, as 
ſhall, if he do not ſtifle them through a 


© 3 4 4 


terhalance. to * * ,oh defires,. and 
in ſome degree, make him act as the na- 
ture and reaſon of the thing requires, 


H 4 Thus 


almoſt ſuch an uncontroulable affection 


On the roi fn pints. 


Sun. Thus in regard, to che xalation of -paitiny 


and child; God has not left the father or 


— mother to be determined by their reaſon, 


mes or no it is right to nouriſh and 
protect their child zi but has implanted 


in the parents towards it, that violently 


almoſt determines the parents to their 


performance of that duty. And ſo in 
regard to many other neceſſary acts, on 


which their own, or general preſerva - 


tion and welfare depends. It is in culti- 


vating and enlarging theſe affections, and 
extending them beyond ourſelves and fa- 
milies to our neighbour, our country; 
and from thence, univerfally to all wh 
j partake of one common nature, that we 
acquire to ourſelves the character of good, 
chat we reach the mark of our high cal- 
ling in Chriſt Jeſus, and leaving our own 
; ee which is of the law ; the 
lay of moral rectitude and eternal obli- 
gations, we embrace that of love, Divine 


love, and in that fulfil eyery obligation 


the former can require, in a manner that 
the moraliſt or ey 44. mapa wan can we 
RL 10. ö n 
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to the lem ff thoral perfe&ion, the Apofs 
tle * adds Truth; not bare ſpe . 
truth, tha reſult of thought and knoW= 


ledge ; but truth; as a virtue and prin- 
have either deduced from reaſon; or re- 
ceived:-th ſa more perfect” manner from 


VII. 
8 


and abedience;; towards man, the fame 


i concerns ourſelves, as: temperan ce, 1 


as juſtice and fidelity: and as to What 


briety, and chaſtity. For we contradict 


truth, when we diſobey or miſtruſt God. 


Me neither regard his almighty Power, 
or his infinite Goodneſs; but act as if he 
was endued with neither. So we do, 


ain ate t r a eee one 


aBtions, juſtice and fidelity to be ee 
are, the natural right and claim of all, 
and the bond and cement of civil ſociety. 


When we are unchaſte, debauched, and 


W we deny that chaſtity, ſo- 


briety, 


8 5 Log N 
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Same. briety, and temperance, are duties bend 


VII. 
hon 


b en rejjiedito" onrleties;unibich is | 
contradicting a truth, both known from 


reaſon and revelation. 80 that living and 


acting according to truth, is the ſame as 


_ Hivig'in all righteouſneſs and goodneſs, 


or (according to — with a con- 


| foience void of "offence both ' towards God 


and man. Or Truth, confidered here as a 
morul qualification, may be underſtood to 
be the faithful and ſincere diſcharge of 


all thoſe Chriſtian duties which are in- 


eluded in the two former heads, and 
ſo ſtand for Sincerity or Fidelity, regre- 
ſenting a character in general unchange- 
able in goodneſs, as it does in Scripture 
aſten the abſolute unchangeahleneſs 3 .of | 
God: himſelf, - But as it is here. intro» 
duced as a fruit of the Spirit, it 'implics 
ſomething more than a virtuous principle 

or moral qualification; a communica- 


tion of knowledge by divine revelation: 
it being one of the offices of the Holy 
Spirit, to lead us into all truth. What is 


neceſſary towards ſalvation, it has already 
revealed in the Goſpel : what farther 
N. be expected, 18 * the mind ta. 

Vai 10¹ the 


or tze Droit of ibe Spirits 


he perception and underſtanding of thoſe 
truths, and to . the * to an 
obedienoe to them. K. Jie le 
„But this influence af the. Holy Spirit 


power violently and irreſiſtably controul-, 
ing and governing the will, but only, 
clearing the underſtanding to the per- 
ceptions of truth, and thereby gently in- 
fluencing the will to obedience to it, 
which it effects, by reſtoring the powers 
of the ſoul: to their due ſtrength, ſyb-, 
duing the carnal appetites, and ſubjecting 
them to. its dominion, and thereby de- 
ſtr oying the power and dominion of fin 35 
thus giving life and health to the ſoul; 
enlarging its powers, but not taking away 


its liberty of acting. For doing more, 
would be to deſtroy its freedom, and tate . 


_ away\ from the morality of its actions, 
Which alone Nele chewy ey 98. 
God. | 

By ik 1 * Brut E *-þ 
Holy Spirit, we: have a ſtandard by which 
we may always judge whether we are 


under its r or no. 2 if oe 7 


25 log 6 


muſt not be underſtood, as of a ſuperior. 
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SYS; FF age and meehngſs, are the Fruils 
0 , the Spirit, then anger, cruelty, and a per- 
_ fecuting ſpirit, muſt be moſt averſe : ſo 
that if we have that cruel, angry, or pern- 
ſecuting ſpirit, whatever we may miſtake 
our veal . we are eee be a "voy: 


neſs, if en towards God, "Juſtice towards 

man, temperance, fobriety, and chaſtity, 
tiaye the ſame ſource, then no man can be 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, | 
who is irreligious; or undet the influence 
of any one ſinful appetite. 'Tf truth comes 
from God alſo, then no one who practiſes 
or believes 'a lye, none who act againſt 
that light which'God has given them, are 
guilty of idolatry and ſuperſtition, or im- 


pole on theinfelves any other terms of 


ſalvation than our Saviour has offered in 
his Goſpel, can have the God of truth 
for their guide: ſo that the « from 
above is eafily diſtinguiſhed from that 
; ſenfual; earthly wiſdom, which is moſt 
properly: called folly with God, and 
whoſe” fruit” is generally envy, Ari ife, and 
confu Non, (far other fruit than that of 
gbodncls, righteouſneſs and truth), and 


ther Cy 


| Onithe Fruit of the Shi 


willing mind: that is, we have ſuch a 
rule and ſtandard, that we cannot, with - 
out the moſt groſs ſelf·deceit or neglect 
of our reaſon, be miſtaken in ourſelves, 
or be impoſed on by others in this part ĩ- 
cular, as long as we know what uch, 
W e on; or n * 24 


. What e nmaings 1 450 
tention, is b e 

good is to be obtained. 
Which are, briefly, denn q 

a To make ourſelves in ſome e 
worthy of it by the exerciſe of virtue; by 
ſtudying the will of God, as revealed in 
the Goſpel of his Son, and yielding to it as 
ſineere and as perfect obedience, as we 
poſſibly can. This is the beſt and ſtireſt 
way to ſecure the favour of God, ane the 
aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, which can- 
not, nor will reſide in an impure and. cor- 
rupt mind. Te ſee God, wwe ' muſt be as 
He is; to have any communication with 
his Holy Spitit, ours muſt be ſuch, as the 
Holy Spirit from thence 1 ne 
that we are the ſons of God. 
oy 1 1. By 


| therefore cannot well be miſtaken by 4 E RM. 
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On the Fruit of the Spirit) 
By the duty of prayer. Go# 
__ promiſed to grant that and what 
ever, conducive to the ſalvation of man- 
kind, is aſked in his Son's name; it being 
alſo one of the offices of the Holy Spirit 


to aſſiſt the infirmities of human nature, 


aud to perfect their interceſſions: but 


chen they muſt be the dictates of a pure 


and uncorrupted heart; of a mind as ſo- 


| Hicitous to be good as happy; as defirous 
to be the image of God in all true holi- | 


neſs, as in his immortal bleſſed ſtate. 
May we not then reaſonably annex this 
good, if derived by prayer, to our moſt 


ſolemn act of religious worſhip ; wherein 
by Chriſt's command we commemorate 


his ſacrifice on the croſs; the communion 
of the Lord's ſupper ; when the re- 
merabrance of his death and paſſion 
zwaltens new reſolutions of amendment, 
freſh abhorrence to a finful life, and 
kindles i in us a moſt fervent zeal for a holy 
one; when our hearts and minds are 


warmed. with gratitude towards our Re- 


deemear, and breathe nothing but fervent 
prayers and praiſes; are wholly, engaged 
and urüted, as it were, to the divine mind? 
ö | If 
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If we may, or if. in its own nature only 8SRERNM. 


a mean, and deſigned as ſuch to im- 
prove us in true goodneſs and piety, what 


excuſe. can we make for them, who wil- 
fully neglect this duty, and turn their 


backs upon it, as an unneceſſary part of the 


VII. 
— 


public ſervice; particularly, if we con- 


ſider it as a poſitive command of Christ. 


which cannot be neglected or diſobeyed 


without the guilt of preſumptuous ſin ? 
They indeed, who through a ſenſe of 
their own unworthineſs are over-ſcrupul- 
ous and fearful of communicating, are 
rather to be pitied than blamed ; but 
they would do well to conſider, that they 
deprive themſelves thereby of the moſt 
likely means to confirm them in a better 


obedience, and to perfect them in all true 


holineſs by his Holy Spirit; and that 
there is no objection, againſt communi- 
cating, from the unworthineſs of their 
lives, but what will cut them off from 
every part of religious worſhip. 

But whatever are the means, the end 
is one and the fame: the deſtruction 
of fin, and eſtabliſhment of univerſal 
righteouſneſs, For, to conclude, had 
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thi Spirit) 
Szexm., Chr; wrought our deliverance from 
VII. dcath, and reconciled us to God by any 
er means than by delivering us from 
the power as well as „ little 
7 . been, wanting: en gar pats, Ho 
Ja: and the fruits of the Holy Spifit 
had-not eee they now are: Good 
»\ Righteouſneſs, and Trutb. 
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PARTY 1. 


Dear Mapam, ' 


O U having purpoſed, in a -ſhort 
time, to fulfil thoſe engagements 
which your Godfather and Godmothers 
entered into for you at your Baptiſm, 
by publickly acknowledging your obliga- 
tion to fulfil them, in your attendance on 
the Communion of the Sacrament, or 
Lord's Supper; the moſt folemn act by 
which you can profeſs your faith and 
_ obedience in, and to our Saviour Feſus 
Chrift; 1 hope it will not be thought an 
unſeaſonable intruſion, if I, preparatory ' 

Yn to 
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to theſe good and right re Ce: 


deavour to caſt ſuch light upon the end : 
and defign of this holy inſtitution, a2 


may give you a ſatisfactory view of it, 


and aſſiſt you in the receiving of it, in 
ſuch a manner as may be moſt accepft- 
able to God, and moſt agreeable to the 


yu purpoſes for which it was intended. 


As I. in undertaking this, Gbrerely 
intend your good, I ſhall not offer 
any apology, or think it neceſſary, for 
doing that which my profeſſion and near 
relation to you makes it a ſort of duty 
not to omit: but as I do not intend to 


lay before you what many others have 


{aid upon this inſtitution, or give you all 


SEN their different and diſagreeing comments 


than you will care to attend to, or think 
uſeful to be laid before yo for your 


upon it; (for this would be to puzzle and 
9 8 your unqgerſtanding, not to in- 


ſtruct;) but only to give you ſuch a 


comprehenſive view of it, as is the im- 
mediate reſult of my own thoughts, 
and is neceffary to a right and diſtin 


knowledge of its end and deſign; I 


ſhall not, I hope, ſay more üpon it, 


«+ bd 
158 „ * » 
* 
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Inſtruction: however ſhould it prove too 
long to go through with at one reading, 
(is indeed I have lengtliencd it muen be- 
yond my original deſign) you will have 
no occaſion for reading more of it at once 
than you care for, but may conſult your 
leiſure and opportunity, and take it up 
or lay it down as you think fit. And to 
make it appear as little a. burden to your 
patience; as poſſible, I have ſet a- part all 
that relates ſolely to the Evidence for the 
Chriſtian Religion, as it has no imme- 
date connexion with my firſt deſign, and 
had (tho of the greateſt importance to 
have fully cleared) better be the employ- 
ment of your leiſure hours in more ad- 
bi „The ſubject before us is ip = ah compen- 
hended in theſe two particulars : 1. The 
End and Defign of the Inſtitution itſeif; 
2. The Frame and Diſpoſition of Mind 
neceſſary to the receiving it ſo as to an- 
_ the purpoſe of the Inſtitution, - __ 
The end for which any inſtitution ji is 
— — is only to be learned from con- 
ſidering the intention of Bim who gives it, 
and attending to the circumſtances of 
a 3 form 


Aba a Nan Tach. 


form and words which the inſtrutér bleb z 
or to any particular declaration himſelf 
makes concerning it. If Chriſtians of all 
ages had contented themſelves with this 
light, and received it in that plain intel- 
ligible manner it was offered to the world, 
there then would have been no room for 
that growth of ſuperſtition which has 
ſince been engrafted on it; either making 
it an unintelligible myſtery, or giving it 
powers and aſcribing operations to it no 
where promiſed, . ſerving no religious 
end, but rather weakening the 'obliga- 
tions to true piety and goodneſs, by giv- 
ing falſe hopes, that unrepented ſins are 
cancelled by the obſervance of this one 


inſtitution, and ſo lulling the ſinner into 


a fatal ſecurity amidſt the greateſt dan- 
ger; or elſe by ſurrounding it with ſuch 
groundleſs terrors as prevent many weak, 
tho well- diſpoſed perſons from attending 
its celebration, and ſo make them really 
guilty of diſobedience to a en com- 
et Ai #14 +5 WRDR 
To avoid then the ill conſequences 
which always follow the miſtaking the 
_ tradition of men for the commandments 


of 
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ef God, we muſt Wholly refer ourſelves 
to the revelation itſelf, and carefully 


examine what that has delivered concern- 


ing the Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper. 
The Time, the Occaſion, the Form or 
Manner of its firſt Celebration, are re- 
lated with little or no circumſtantial dif- 
ference between them, by three of the 
Evangeliſts, and by St. Paul in his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, to which I 
refer you, only giving you that abſtract 
from them which is recited in the conſe- 


cration prayer before the diſtribution of 


* bread and wine. 

„ He (that is Jeſus) in the flock night 
_ e he was betrayed, took bread: and 
„ „hen he had given thanks, he break 
eit, and gave it to his diſciples, ſaying: 
Take, eat, this is my body, which was 
% given for vou : do this in remem- 
6 aalen of me.“ | 


Matth, 

xxvi. 
Mark xiv. 
Luke xxii 
1 Cor. xi. 


<4, Likewiſe after 8 he took. the 


A and when he had given thanks, 
«© he gave it to them, ſaying: drink ye 

45 all, of this; for this is my blood of 
det, the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for 


you and for many, for the remiſſion of 
"op A 4 &« Sins: 


— — — 
— „ * u . we 


„ 


„Who with you ſhall 
V and obey. my golpel.” 
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« Sins; do this nen 


* drink it, i in remembrance. of 5 ne b 
From theſe words, the i am, 


: inſtitution evidently i is, to comm m ate, 


in the moſt ſolemn manger, Chrift 5 ſuffer- 
iogs and death: “Do this in remembrance 


, of me. 57 when ye meet together, AC+ 


« cording to this my appointment, to ob- 


4 ſerve this inſtitution, let the breaking 
x 'of the bread. remind you of that body 


© which will ſoon ſuffer death upon the 


« croſs for your fakes, and the pouring 
* out of the wine, the ſhedding of that 


© blood, which I voluntarily and free- 


« ly ſhall ſhed to ratify the covenant 
© of reconciliation between God and you 


thro me your Saviour and Redeemer, : 


© and by which alone you can receive re- 


« miſſion or pardon. of your ſins; but 


« which will be granted thro' me to 2. 


Had our Saviour had any ——— — 


W in this inſtitution than theſe worde 
imply, he now would have certainly diſ- 
Cloſed it. Theſe were the af hours he 


4 n wich his ae before n. 1 


* 


* 


4 ; 


ant he pepe ei them wh in fend 
diſcourſe as was fitteſt to ſupport and 
comfort" them in that ſevere trial which 
they very ſoon were to undergo, It is 
therefore hardly poſſible to ſy ppoſe, that 
had his purpoſe reached further in this 
inſtitution he had not hen revealed it, or 
that if he had annexed any extraordinary 
virtues © or powers to be conferred on 
them that received it, they themſelves 
ſhould not have been made ſenſible of i it, 
eſpecially if theſe powers were of that 


fort, which could be of any comfort or 
alſiſtance to them in the afflictions that 


were ſo near at hand. Indeed their mean 
and diſgracęful conduct, when their Maſter 
was betrayed; ſhews plainly enough that 


Their partaking of the Sacrament had not 


even a moral influence upon their minds; 


which confideration alone ought to be 
ſutficient to diſcourage the attributing any 
extraordinary virtues to it, which, our Sa- 
viour has no where promiſed. It is plain 
ithen, that we have no reaſon to appre- 
hend the leaſt purpoſe i in this inſtitution 
"beyond what our Saviour's words mani- 
feſtly declare, ** the commemoration of 
be his Tufferings and death.” And we 


ſhall 


* 7 9 


%% Hun to a Yong bath. 
pal have oceaſion hereafter to obſerve 
_ ſuch great and wiſe ends anſwered; by itz 
i as ſufficiently, will juſtify the Inſtitution, 
without ſuppoſing others n. have no 
foundation. e Boi $1934 44079 
But the Time. and Organ when our 
Saviour firſt, inſtituted this Rite are very 
neceſſary circumſtances for underſtanding 
it rightly. It was at his laſt celebration 
of the Paſſover, (a feaſt inſtituted by tho 
appointment of God to commemorate 
the deliverance of the Mraelites from their 
| captivity. in Egypt) after having partaken 
with his diſciples of the Paſchal. Lamb, 
which was ordained in the inſtitution by 
- God, as a type or repreſentation. of that 
greater Sacrifice, which, for the ſins of 
mankind, Chriſt was to make: of himſelf 
upon the croſs. 45 40 1ohnow; 
The Time, ſhews this aha; inlitu⸗ 
kan af the Sacrament, was to be ſuch a 
commemoration of the ſacrifice of CHrilt, 
as the Paſchal Lamb was of the deliver- 
ance from the Egyptian captivity: and 
the analogy lay in this circumſtance; that 
as the blood of the Lamb ſlain on that 
5 eee the Mraelites from the 
01857 5 W 
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A Letter tod Dung Lach. 
deſttoying Angel which flew- the -firſt 
born of Egypt, and ſo put an end 

to their captivity; ſo the blood of our 
Saviour Chriſt, when ſhed upon the 
croſs, releaſed mankind from the power 


of death, and from that abſolute domini- 
on which till then fin had nn over 


the whole human race. 

Therefore the breaking of heigai 92 
drinking of wine in the Communion, is 
not only in commemoration of Chriſt's 
ſufferings and death, in conſequence of 
his preaching the Goſpel; but alſo of his 
death, as a real, propitiatory ſacrifice of- 
fered to God for the remiſſion of ſins to 
all who willingly accepted and obeyed 
the conditions on which it was granted. 
Nothing proves this plainer than the 
words our Saviour made uſe of on this 


occaſion: This is my Body which is 


<< given for you: this is my Blood of the 


New Teſtament which is /hed for you 
and for many, for the remiſton of ſins.” 
And it is a circumſtance which greatly 
heightens every obligation which other 
leſſer circumſtances have enforced; and 


e is 6 you may hereafter have 
wot reaſon 


11 


© 


| A Letter un Young Et! 
reaſon to experience) the great*baſis ind 
ſupport of our Chriſtian Faith. For we 
know now, that there is àn atonement for 
fin, ſufficient to reconcile the Juſtice of 


Soc to his intended Merey, (a eircum - 


ſtance in vain ſought after by the Gentile 
world, ) and ſuch a one as we may build the 
ſureſt and moſt certain hope upon, it be- 
ing one of God's own appointment, and 
not like the ſacrifices of the heathen, 


weak and ſimple efforts to elude the Di- 


vine Juſtice by atonements of their own 
providing, ſome not leſs cruel. and inhu- 
ridiculous. Whereas taking the death of 
Chriſt, as ſome weakly imagine, to. have 
conſequence of his preaching the Goſpel to 
an unbelieving people, and not according 
to the fore-determined counſel and ap- 


pointment of God, as the ſcriptures; af- 


firtn; ſuch a ſuppoſition weakens much the 

foundation of our faith in Chriſt, which is 

. raiſed-upon the merit of his death, and is 

not at all to be reconciled with his on de- 
claration on this ſubject. But I Will not 

yoga you with reaſonings of this ſort. 

J fear 


A Late ius Young Lach. 
1 Kerr, I have Haid, already more chan you 
can eaſily apprehend en and to endeavour 
to plain to, you the notions mankind 

have had concerning the uſe and efficacy, 

of, ſacrifices in general, or of this in par- 
ticular, might {till add to your reren 
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The The neceffity and efficacy of Sacrifices is on 
the eatlleſt rellglous notions we can IR 
At firſt, they may ſeem to have been intended only as 
offerings of gtatitude and acknowledgment to Gad, 
as the Soyereign and great Proprietor of the univerſe 
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground, and Abel of th 


 firfilings of hir flock, an offering unto the Lord. Gen. iv. 


Divines with great probability have ſuppoſed the of: 
fering of Abel to have been a. propitiatory ſacrifice, 
and that, God's acceptance of it, and rejection of the 
offering of Cain, is founded in that difference, How- 
ever, the offerings of Noah and Abraham were undoubt- 
edly propitiatory. Under the Aſaſair diſpenſatian, ſacri- 
fices of this fort were inſtituted by God's own appoint- 
ment, and they are mentioned in heathen writers of 
the greateſt antiquity, as the praQice of the earlieſt 
ages. From whence, we can never be induced to 
think them originally of human inſtitution ; but that 
even the heathens derived; from them a tradition 


of of divine authority, intended to keep up the ſenſe 


of, death us the penalty due to fin; and by the 
vicarious transferring it to the creature ſacrificed, to 


-imprefs the fitneſs and neceſſity of that great ſactifice | 


which Chriſt, once for all, was to make of bimſelf 
fer * ſins of t the whole world, : "pod 
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A Letter to a Young Lady. 


and be of little ſervice, could I gie yo⁰ 
a clearer apprehenſion of tliem. It is 


| ſufficient, that when it is ſaid, that Chriſt 
became a ſacrifice for us, you underſtand 


that he willingly [ſubmitted himſelf to 


the Death of the Croſs to reconcile man · 
kind to their offended. Maker; and that, 
in conſequence of his thus dying for us, 
we are in a ſtate of reconciliation with 
and ſhall inherit eternal life thro 
| tk; if we ſincerely believe and obey 
bis Goſpel, and not wilfully abuſe that 


Grace he offers in it, by falling i into 


6 ade and preſumptuous ſin. 


I have already intimated, that this in- 
Situation was appointed for great and va- 
luable purpoſes; and tho' it is in itſelf a 
poſitive command of God, and as ſuch; 


becomes a point of moral obligation to all 
Chriſtians, yet neither this, nor the Rite 
of Baptiſm, like many of tres - | 


the Jeuiſb law, have the obligation 


the obſervance terminated in the pat os 
the lawgiver; but have each a moral ex- 
cellence; a moral tendency to promote 
| pious and virtuous affections in thoſe who 
obſerve them. Thus, as Baptiſm plainly 
ä ny indi- 


Letter to a Young" Lady. 
indicated} tliat they who embraced the 


Chriſtian Religion were to be of pure and 
undefiled converſation; were“ 70 die unto 


in, and toe unto righttoufmeſe ;*" (both 


mme death unto fin and the new life, being 
typified by the immerſion into, and emer- 
ion from, the water) ſo the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper has the fare moral 
tendency, in awakening in the minds of 
che communicants, a moſt lively and 


grateful ſenſe of God's great mercy and 
goodneſs in the Chriſtian diſpenſation, in 


his accepting any atonement for fin, or 
being reconciled to ſuch offenders at any 
rate; much more for appointing his Son 
to be that atonement, to be the ſacrifice of 
reconciliation to his offended Juſtice: as 
| alfo to raiſe in them no leſs affections to- 
Wards their Saviour Feſus Chrift, for 
willingly accepting to become that Sacri- 
fice, for taking upon him the human na- 
ture to that end, and patiently and hum 
bly ſubmitting to all the indignities and 


ſufferings conſequent thereto. Muſt not 


the reſult of theſe impreflions be, good 
and pious reſolutions, to © love him (as 
ut Catechiſit ſtrongly expreſſes it) 1th 
Ws * all 


15 
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" © all e ne -(to 
0 : expreſs this love with all the united 
++, powers and affections of our. ſouls) ts 
_ ©5,,0ur 2obole truſt in bim, ſu call upon bim, 
** to honour his holy Name and Ward, and 


ppon; our minds ſuitable. reſolutions to- 
wards our Saviour? Can we think with 


fels ourſelves his ſubjects, and willingly 


*« to ſerve bim. faithfully all the days of our 
4 lives ?”, Muſt. not they alſo impreſs 


gratitude of his love towards. us, and 
not be deſirous of obeying his law? Can 
we call ourſelves by his Name, and con+ 


purpoſe to tranſgreſs the laws of. his ſpi- 
ritual kingdom? Can we reflect on what 
he ſuffered for our ſakes, and not have 
the greateſt abhorrence of a ſinful life, 
the deepeſt ſenſe. of its guilt, and the 
ſtrongeſt deſire of being delivered: from 
the dominion of it? Can we, in ſhort, 
commemorate his life as offered up upon 
the croſs to redeem us both from its pow 


er and its guilt, and yet. reſolve to conti - 


nue in. the practice of it to the end of our 
lives ? This is abſolutely imopfiible. Ou 


* * 
* 


derſtandings are convinced: obedience, or 


at leaſt reſolutions to obedience, will fol- 
tow:our faith; and thoſe affections muſt 


conquer, at leaſt for a time, all inclina- 
tion to every degree of ſin, if not totally 
ſubdue them for the reſt of our lives. 


I would not be underſtood to ſuppoſe, 
that every other religious duty either 
Prayer, Meditation, or the Study of the 
_ Soriptures, has not the fame moral ten- 
dency with" this inſtitution, to promote 
religious or virtuous” affections; or that 
this can virtually, in itſelf, communicate 
to the partakers of it degrees of holineſs 
vrhich other parts of religious wotſhip 


cannot: I only mean to obſerve, that 


as the ſufferings and death of Christ are 
the peculiar objects of this Inſtitution, it 


once imprints upon it ſuch ſtrong and 
lively ideas of the Love of God and 
Chriſt, of the heinouſneſs of fin, of the 


irreconcileable hatred of God towards it; 


that it is thence particularly adapted, be- 
PR * other inſtitution, for eradica- 
* B ting 


has; in its nature, from thence, ſome- 
thing very affecting to the mind, and at | 
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| ting vice and irreligion; raiſing an abhor- 
rence for guilt and ſin; implanting in che 
mind a true religious veneration for God 
and his Law; a true manly fortitude to 
_ withſtand temptations, to bear up againſt 
- misfortuties,: or even to ſuffer when the 

Saule et Truth requires it; to teach pati- 
enee and reſignation to the will of God 
in adverſity, in pain, in ſickneſe, and 
death; and in ſhort give life to every 
Chriſtian virtue which can conduce to our 
© happineſs here, or perfect us for that in- 


. ee degree of it in _ Uſe to 


| The end and aefign e of this Miene, 
and the valuable purpoſes which it was 
made to anſwer, being thus fully conſi - 
dered, it is time to turn to our ſecond 
diviſion of this ſubject, 4 that frame 
or diſpoſition of ming" wich ans. he it 
"1 8 be ep a bee 
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n God! bs kiy Nude ir all-wits; all- pow- 
erful, and all- good: he knows all things, 
even tlie moſt ſecret thoughts and inten- 

Bons of the heart, and cannot be deluded 
2 nit Ko - by 


by any outward profeſſions, or deceived 
by any arts or contrivanees of his crea- 
tures whatſoever; + As he is all-Goodneſs, 
. - h6irequires nothing of them, in return 
for the innumerable bleflings, he daily and 
.,hoarly/ pours upon them, but What is 
., moſt conducive to their own immediate 


; welfare and bappineſs: he demands no 


7 ether acknowledgtnents from them, but 
\ doch as are the genuine offspring of gra- 
. titude.and obedience, ſincerity and truth. 
No worſhip, no forms of religion ean be 
pPleaſing to his all- ſeeing Mind, when 
offered up from hearts, where theſe requi 
fites are wanting. He is too wiſe to be 
.  decrived, and of too pure a nature to ac- 
copt the polluted offerings of a wicked 
and cortupted heart.— * God id 2 Spirit, 
und they who worſhip him, muſt wor- 

...**. (hip. bim in Spirit and in truth. 


i, a 
9 


fering, and make it worthy his accept- 
ance: for tho it is one of God's own ap- 
pointment, it alters not the caſe : it muſt 
de the genuine fruit of a fincere devotion, 
. ariſing from a pure and upright heart, 
55 nb no value in the Gghe of 
M B 2 God. 


Sincerity muſt ſet the value upon the of- | 


"ny 
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" - ASobu Can Infinite: Wiſdom: be impoſed: 
| upon, by: the ſpeciouſneſs of words, and | 
receive that for real which is but a feign- 
ed or a temporary repentance ? Or ref eſt, ſa 
tisfied with an outward; inſincere form 
of prayer, with which he knows the 
heart has no concern? Why ſhould\we 
ſuppoſe him, who, through the purity of 
his nature muſt be irreconcileable to fin, 
moved by any Prayer: or addreſs, however 
A⁊enalouſly offered up, to be reconciled to 
= that perſon, who cannot be prevailed | 
| | upon by duty or gratitude entirely to for- 
ſake it? How can God receive thankf- 
givings from one Who lives in -wilful 
diſobedience to him, or hear the Wants 
and diſtreſfes of them who never think of 
him whilſt any worldly enjoyment is to be 
had; but when pain or inexpreſſible an- : 
guiſh of body and mind forces them to fly 
to him, as their laſt and only hope in their | 8 
diſtreſs? We have no ground for ſuch ex: 5 
pectations. God is too wiſe to be de- 4 
ceived ; of too pure a nature to be reconci- . 
led to fit, or to accept the ſinner who wil⸗ 
fully perſiſts in diſobedience; and finally, 
too juſt a Judge not t to o make a n 95 
3 $ . "Ve" 


n * Je 1 ** TH? 


4 Taue: to a 7 vun Tag, 


677040 a real "and feigned repentance. | 
A real repentance he has promiſed. to ac- 
cept of: he is merciful, but cannot deny 
himſelf; cannot act contrary to perfect 
righteouſneſs and truth. He loves his 

creatures, and would make them happy, 4 
but it muſt be in a way agreeable to the 


perfect goodneſs and purity of his nature. 


Let us then apply theſe intereſting | 


e+7 4 


truths, which relate to the worſhip of 


God in general, particularly to the Infti- 


tution of the Lord's Supper; and we ſhall | 
find, that they hold ſtill ſtronger, and are 
more concluſive, than in religious wor- 


ſbip more generally conſidered: for the 
more ſolemn the religious act is, which 
we perform, ſo much the more ought we 
to bring a true and upright heart to the 


performance of it: we ſhould do our ut- 
moſt endeavour that our whole worthip 5 


be that of ſpirit and truth. 


For, in this inſtance, what is it we 
eommemorate in this inſtitution? Is it 8 
not the Death of Chriſt, by which we 
are reconciled to God ? How then can a 
perſon. commemorate his Death who does 


not believe, or does not practice his re- 
5 3 ligion ? 


ien If be has nor füth. kite anche 
dare to mock the all-knowing God, ſpas 
to worſhip him in the name of Chriſt; in 
whom he does not believe? Or if he hat 
not obedience, if he is not teſolved to 
forſake his fins, and lead a new life; What 
an abuſe is it of God's mere y, to thank 

\ him for thoſe benefits, i in which he is re- 


ſolved not to have a ſhare ; and to com- 
 memorate that death which is the p 


"of his redemption, and; ſolemnly to, adore | 


] his goodneſs in jt, when ho ſtill purpoſes ta 
be under the dominion of fin, and par- 
take largely of that guilt for which his 
Saviour died ? All this is ſo plainly con- 
tradictory to good ſenſe, integrity of 
5 manners, ta goodneſs of heart and reve- 
rence for God, that words are want⸗- 
ing to tepreſent its extream folly” and 
baſeneſs, and the danger as _ as the 


er of the practicde. 
The form i m which GCN 


5 rates the Communion, renders this abuſe 


of it {till more conſpicuous. It is one of 
the beſt offices in dur Liturgy: is worded 
in the beſt and fitteſt manner for raiſing 
* devotion of the Puma, and 


um 
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their minds to receive it with due rever- 
ence and regard. Vou join in the moſt ſo · 
lemn confeſſion and renunciation of your 
ſis, in as ſolemn a declaration of your ab- 
giveneſs and remiſſion of them, in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and in hoping and defiring it only 
in his Name. You declare your faith in 
2 him, and ground Jour hope on his ſuffer : 


ing and death, as a full and ſufficient 


. ſacrifice for the fins of the whole- world. 
Lou promiſe future obedience, and receive 
. the Communion in remembrance of that 
_ Hacrifice, and as the pledge of that hope 
Von have in Chriſt, as the ſeal and ratifi- 
cation of the covenant between God and 
you, of which he is Mediator. Laſtly, 
vou join in the moſt ſolemn | hymns 
of adoration, praiſe and thankſgivings, 
which the occaſion can inſpire, the heart 
conceive, or tongue can expreſs. This is 
de part that every communicant has in 
+ [this ſolemn ſervice ; to be more particu- 
lar in it at preſent is unneceſſary. Biſhop | 
.  Hoadley has gone thro' the whole in a 


M mn 


5 


mager 0 8 an or 
any other, to attempt the ſame. His 
book on the Sacrament is well worth 
your reading; and. I hope one day or 
other will be the employment of your 


more Au hours. What I have obſery- 


< an: the Office i is ſufficient for my puts 


baſeneſs, the folly, it extream ce, e 
| of joining i in it with a heart ſo utterly un; 


Prepared and diſqualified. as I have above 
deſcribed, For this is to take it unworthi-. 
ly; when neither faith or obedience directs 
the heart to the diſcharge of that duty, but 
the whole is gone thro! with an unbecom+ 


Ing levity and diſregard: to the purport. of 


the Inftitution, and the want of reverence . 
to the preſence of that Being, whom We. 


outwardly pretend the greateſt, __ 
to by it, 2 


Vet I muſt caution you. once more * 
to miſtake my meaning, as if the danger 
of an unguarded Communion was not, 
tho perhaps not in the ſame degree, apr 
plicable to all other parts of religious 
worſhip carelęſsly and unworthily perr 
formed ;. it moſt certainly is. So. there 
4 


rte the Dung Lay. 


18 no argument can be brought to diſcou- 
rage an attendance upon the Communion, 
but what will have its weight, more or 
leſs, againſt all other religious duties, to 
the performance of which, people do not 
come with hearts well prepared thro! 
faith and obedience, and who tho' pre- 
ſent in body, are abſent in ſpirit and af 
fection towards God. And whoever, as 


Dr. Clare ſays, abſent themſelves on ac- 


count of their own unworthineſs from 
this or any other religious duty, would do 


well to conſider, that if their fins have 
diſqualified them from communion with 


God here; they are, if they die in that 
ſtate, more fully diſqualified for that 
much nearer communion with him in 4 
future life, which in all likelihood will 
be the moſt joyful 5 of 85 
bleſſed immortality. | 0 
The introductory exhortation to the. 


Communion Service ſots forth the quali- 
fication for a worthy receiving in this 
manner: ** Repent ye truly of your fins 
% paſt; have a lively and ftedfaft faith in 
i Chrift our Saviour; amend your lives, 


bf w_ be in perfect charity with all nen; 


= "fs 


v5 


| tue 0 where: taught and commanded, no 


n eee 


6. ball ye be meet partabers of theſe 
«© holy myſteries.” Coming then to the 
Table with hearts fo inclined, is receiv- 
ing the Communion wortbiiy; conſe- 
quently wanting theſe qualifications of 


faith and obedience towards God, of love 


n our neighbours, and 
living a life of wilful and preſumptuous 


in, without any deſire or inclination to 
amendment, is that Temper and Diſpoſi- 
tion of mind, as makes this or any other 


decent, and makes that unhappy perſon 
who has it, n — communicant 
. at all times. 

T have doin ſaid a concerning 
"Haigh and obedience : but that truly Chri- 


ſtian virtue of love and charity towards 
dur neighbour, ſhould not be wholly paſt 
over or neglected ; for much depends 


_ our cultivating that happy diſpoſi- 
It is truly Chriſtian, as it is a vir- 


where made the vital part of a law, or 


cenfſorced with ſuch a ſanction, as it is in 
the Gofpel of Chriſt. It is taught and 
_  Fommanded us as a duty, which in a great 
s degree 
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deyree mat determine our future bappi- 
nels or miſery: ĩt is enforced as a Temper 
and Diſpoſition of Mind neceſſary to make 
dur prayers acceptable to God; and we 
are given to hope for no pardon of our 
fins, but on that condition: it is, laſtly, 
recommended to us in the moſt a 
example given us by our Saviour di nf 
of his love towards us, in layi 


his life moſt freely for our fakes. On all 
"theſe conſiderations it evidently appears 
"to be a Temper of Mind moſt partieu- 


larhy ſuited to this Inſtitution, which 


commemorates his love and charity to 
mankind, that they prevail and influence 


dur hearts; that no thoughts injurioye 


"to our neighbour, of envy, of uncharita- 
pleneſs, hatred, rancour, or revenge, have 
any place/in our minds on this occaſion ; 
but that all be love, peace, and joy in the 
"bl Ghoſt; that we moſt ſincerely par- 
„len and forgive all offences towards our- 
"ſelves, pen! as Gas for hana you bas 
bes 3 18. ru 


"I Livin then in obedience- to God's 


Jaws; believing, obeying, and regarding 


WM 33 our chicfeſt, our greateſt*good ; 


2 
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a8 the author of our being; anch every de- 
gree of happineſs we enjoy; our parent, 
our ſovereign, and our common benefae. 
tor: the loving our neighbour as ourſelbes: 
- living inoffenſively towards all man- + 
kind, doing juſtice," loving mercy, and the 
being as extenſively uſeful as our ſituation 
in life will admit of: the being chaſte, 
ſober and temperate in all things; be- 
having in all reſpects agreeable to our mo- 
ral character, and ſuitable to the real dig- 
nity of our natures: as theſe are the du 
ties which God requires of us, and ih 
-which: conſiſts: the perfection of human 
nature, ſo are they the neceſſary requiſites 
to make this, or any other 20 I, 
an to him, 35 485 1 19 j 
--But as human nature, in its Prell 
fallen ſtate, is incapable of a: finleſs and 
unerring obedience; therefore God has” 
mercifully declared, that he zecebts ur 
ſincere endeavours toward it, and has eo- 
venanted to accept of an unfeigned ro- 
pentance for paſt ſins, provided that it he 1 


tte fruit of a ſtedfaſt faith in Jeſus Chriſt.” 


For which reaſon the words of our -ex- 


; hangtion are not bring a faultleſs uner- 
* ring 


- 2 


— 
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D obethence with you 7* but © reprnt” 
« ye truly of your fins go have a 1 fieafaſt- 
6; faith in Cbrjft our Saviour; amend your” 
«i ive &e. Theſe are the terms upon 
which God has covenanted to grant us 1 
eternal life; and therefore theſe muſt | 
faffeiently qualify” us, to be worthy hs 
takers of that Inſtitution which was gi- 
ven us as a pledge of his love, who hath 
ſecured the benefits thereof to us by his 
on blood: and conſequently, the great⸗ 
eſt finner, if he accepts of theſe terms; 
that is, believes in Chriſt, tepents ſin- 
, cerely of his ſins, and reſolves pon“ 1 
thorough amendment of his life, may 
ſafely, as well as Nee (2 receive Gy bs 
1 Sacrament. — 
I ſhould not peer faid ſo auen to ho 
on this head, if the damnatory clauſe in 
the beginning of the exhortation had not 
given great occaſion to much weak rea- 
ſoning, and many needleſs doubts and 
x ſeruples on receiving the Lord's Supper. 
[ It is taken from St. Paul's firſt epiſtle to 
f the. Corinthians, and you there find the 1 Cœ. xi. | 
true occaſion on which that ſevere threat 
was denounced. The circumſtances in 


ELL | 
a 4 2 dien 


alice Corinthian „ 
poſſibiy now, as the inſtitution. is obſery 
ed, be drawn into. practice. by any com- 
municants 3 and any behaviour which is 
equally. criminal, and can incur ſuch a 
- dreadful. accuſation and ſentende, I; hope 
che moſt abandoned wretehes can have no 
chought of. The author of the Plain Ar- 
.:count has ſet this matter in ſo clear a 
3 it needs no further illuſtration. 
Could you have any heſitations or doubts 
- "concerning it, I would refer you to him 
but one of your blameleſs life, and with 
your innocence. of mind, can have no 
reaſon for ſeruples of this ſort. Never- 
chaleſs it is neceſſary even for you to 
reflect, that the juſt confidence, - with 
which: you may now diſcharge this; and 
all other religious duties, can only be ſe- 


cured to you by innocence. and goodneſ: 
of life: for a good hope is the reſult on- 
ly of a good conſcience; which if once 


is hardly ever recoverable. That un- 


N feigned affection, J that - fincere- love 
which all good creatures muſt have for 


df 


3 turned 
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- Egious duties grow irkſome to every ſin - 
ner: No one loves the preſence of them 
whom they have offended, much leis of 
him who can ſo ſeverely puniſly their 
offences: Nay even where no puniſh- 


ment is feared, the ſenſe of guilt is often 


known to make the preſence of à parent 
or a friend intolerably painful. No won- 
der then, if the preſence of an offended 
God ſhould be dreadful and full of terrot 
to every finner. Such an unhappy change 
does ſin occaſion in the human affections: 
it alienates us from that, which even here 
ſhould be the chief object of our love, as 
it muſt be the chief ſource of the happi- 
neſs we ſhall enjoy hereafter; and ſo far 
begins that unhappy ſtate of final exclu- 
ſion from God's preſence, which, if un- 
tepented of, it effectually ends in. This 
che g ſhould often have in mind: for 
I am certain, the apprehenſion of ſo dread- | 
ful a change, will be nige a 
* n of religion and virtue. 
of: In regard to a formal 3 
- xongiving. the Sacrament, much practiſed, 


e very eſſential to a worthy 
85 1 


recep- 
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reroption of it ac none ſhould be blamed 
for practiſing that which they may find 
uſeful to themſelyes, I will not object to 
their continuing” in ſuch a practice: Vet 
id id What I never would recommend. 
All forms, of themſelves, are too apt to 
grow habitual, and to be practiſed me- 
chanically; and when that becomes the 
eaſe, they often are miſtaken for the 
eſſential parts of religion: And I wiſh, 
in this one inſtance, that courſe of pte - 
paration which is gone thro',: ſome few 
days before our great feſtivals, does not 
occaſion ſuch a reliance on its ſufficiency, 
as to make people eaſy under a care- 
leſs and irreligious life, for the reſt of the 
year. I always thought a good life the 
beſt preparation: The next undoubtedly 
is;/ a ſincere repentance. A religious turn 
of mind, habitually accuſtomed to think 
of God and the duties of Religion, and to 
act accordingly, is the only preparation 
1 recommend to you, and for which 
purpoſe I am now writing, to lay the 
foundation of an habitual preparation, 
Which will * the Fay of- a 
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dent ens nt as E er be ber E 

nerally the caſe, and people want to 

have their thoughts often recalled to 

theſe important ſubjects. Thoſe who ds, 

'Þ ſhould rather recommend to our beſt 

writers on this ſubject, Barrow, Tillotſon, E 

Clark; and Hoadly, than to any of thoſe 

manuals of devotion, which are com- 

| monly made uſe of on this occaſion ; for 

they are generally weak performances, 

rather deſigned to raiſe an enflamed, ec- 

ſatic devotion, than to edify and inſtruct: 

but ſome of the Sermons of theſe great 

writers, carefully read at proper times; 

well conſidered; and frequently thought 

over, may be of ſignal ſervice to you 

throughout your life. Frequent meditation 

is neceſſary to a religious life; for Reli 

gion, no more than any art or ſcience, is 

to be caught by a caſual view: We muſt 

often think on that which we would be 

| in; and no points ſo worthy our 

thoughts, as thoſe, of God and'of _ 

gion: but it is neceſſary we think rightly: 

of both; elſe we may fall into enthuſiaſm 

and ſuperſtition. The beſt ſectirity a- 

painſt this, is be Rudy of the Seriptures 
5 them» 
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ttmemſelves, wich the affiſtance of the 
= writings of the ableſt men, ſuch. as I 
= have already recommended; and to whom 
3 I now ſhall refer you for fuller and 
eiter inſtruQtion in this particular Inſti- 


CE. > 4 7 F 0 
4 ; 4 * Os * 8 


8 


* 


4 
0 . ; 6 
k 
3 R I 8 N 3 
? N * * i 1 03 
1 > * =—_— * . "* ad 19% — 
* - * 
* 
m . 
* . 
*4 - 
C 
; $4 
9 
* = * 4 
" & 
i 
j . f 
f i 
; * 
- 
Fo 5 * 1 
P - 
ö 1 
* 
4 
2 
7 , 
# 
” 
. 
2 © 
F 


1 - 
2 " * 
-- - * * o . ; * ths Fu 4 
- 
— & ; 4 2 o * 
F = 
” 4 1 7 
* 
F 4 
4 7 - * 
* — 1 4 
_ | 1 4 
* © « 
* + , \ N : 5 
1 * 
1 
* . : 4 
” o - * 2 
- 1 4 
N bi a 
* ” 
by * P 4 ; 
, 9 4 " a 
4 , I 
b * - N 
» and 7 5 
by 1 7 'T 
" . ta 
8 , 7 þ F1 
b > 
; * 
8 ; 5 
5 - * L 9 
* 8 ER. 
oP * 
EY 0 0 * = 
6 * 
I 4 x þ 
- N 
5 * * 7 A 
” * 4 * ** - - 
8 7 
» * 
— 
8 : 4 
* * 4 
* 4 ” . A 


TO A 


YOUNG LADY, &c. 


PART II. 


AVING ſo often inſiſted upon 
Faith, as an eſſential requiſite to 
the receiving of the Sacrament in an ef- 
fectual and worthy manner; I hope it 
will not be thought by you an unſeaſonable 
lengthning ont of this trouble, if I give 
you ſome ſhort account of that Faith 
which is required, and of that reaſonable 
evidence upon which it is eſtabliſhed, 
All prayer or worſhip implies the be- 
lief of God, to whom that prayer is ad- 

dreſſed. It ſuppoſes that there is a Being 
of infinite power, wiſdom, and goodneſs; 
C2 ; and 
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and =" is TW where preſent to Hear 
our addrefles to him, whether of praiſe or 
thankſgiving, for what we enjoy, or of 
1 and petition for what we ſtand 
in need of; who is ready to relieve us in 
al our neceſſities, who knows what is 
beſt and fitteſt for us, and is, thro* his 
almighty power, able to anſwer all the 
purpoſes of his wiſdom and goodneſs. 
And this Faith or Belief is no more than 
the natural reſult of our reaſoning facul- 

ties, engaged in the conſidering and re- 
flecting on the wonders of the viſible 
world, the beauty, order and deſign of all 
things therein contained, which demon- 
- irate them to be the work of ſuch @ Being 
as we call God, and conſequently. the cer- 
tainty of his exiſtence ; from which flow 
the knowledge of our relation, duties and 
obligations towards him, as our Creator, 
Lord, and Supreme Governor; in which 
conſiſts that which, in contra - diſtinction 
to Revealed, is called Natural Religion. 


8 In like manner, praying to God thro' 


Chriſt, as his Son, our Saviour, „Mediator, 
and Redeemer, implies, that we believe 
in him as ſuch ; it ſuppoſes that we have 
| — 3. þ as | 


o 
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38 full an aſſurance that he is the Divine 


Perſon appointed by God for thoſe offices, 


as that there is a God at all; elſe our 


praying to God in his name, and perform- 
ing religious acts, in memory of that diſ- 
peaſation, is a ſinful and unpardonable 


affront to that all-ſeeing Gad we worſhip; 
and our prayer, in that caſe, muſt become 


4 An. And as our faith in God/himſelf is 
founded in, and proceeds from, the juſt- 


eſt reaſonings human nature is capable of, 
ſo this "Is no leſs ſure a foundation, it 


being the reſult of a revelation from God. 
Now whatever is revealed to us from God, 
as he neither can deceive, or himſelf be 
| deceived, (his knowledge and goodneſs 


being both infinite) that muſt be moſt 
certainly true; tho' it be a truth, or may 
contain truths, which our reaſon of itſelf 
could not have taught us, or furniſhed us 


: with. To deny this, would be to ſay, 


hat our faculties are equal to God's, to 


fe comprehend all knowledge; or elſe, what 
is ſtill as abſurd, that his knowledge is 
confined and limited to the narrow extent 
of the human underſtanding. | 
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But then the queſtion naturally atk 
: how ſhall we know whether this is a re-: 
| yelation from God or not? For this we 
pught to have full and reaſonable ſatis- 
faction of; elſe we are liable to number- 
leſs frauds and impoſtures ; ; ſuch as have 
actually been practiſed under Jeet 7055 
tences in almoſt every age. | 
The anſwer to this is, that as it can- 
not be denied but that God may reveal 
himſelf to mankind, ſo there muſt be 
fuch- diſtinguiſhing marks and characters 
attending that revelation, whenſoever he 
gives it, that no one, who with an honeſt 
and upright attention examines into it, 
can miſtake it for the artifices of Bumm 
invention: for it is not conſiſtent with 
, God's wiſdom and goodneſs, whilſt man- 
| kind have ſuch good reaſon for fup- 
poſing a revelation from him pofible, that 
he ſhould give one with ſuch flight evi- 
"dence for its truth, as to create a juſt luf⸗ 
picion; or ſuffer fraud and impoſture tg | 
bear all thoſe diſtinguiſhing marks and 
characters of a true 'reyelation, which 
one from him is capable of bearing. We 
yy therefore be ſure, that where thoſe 
diſtin⸗ 
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diſtinguiſhing marks and characters fully 
appear, that, that which they are brought 
to confirm, is a true revelation, and that 
attention to it, and obedience, is required 
of all to whom it is made, as mak... 
Now theſe diſtinguiſhing marks and 


characters by which a divine revelation 


may be known, are of two ſorts; the 
one internal, the other external. The 


internal mark or character is, that it be 
a revelation, in all reſpects, worthy of 
God: the external, that they who are 


the teachers of it produce ſuch evidence 


of their divine miſſion, or that they are 
appointed by God for that purpoſe, as no 
one, unaſſiſted by divine power, can be 
capable of producing. 

The Evidence for the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, when brought to the teſt, in both 


theſe points, will appear very ſatisfactory. 
EFirſt; To prove a revelation worthy of 
God, it muſt be ſhewn to have an end in 
view, which is ſuitable to his known wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs : the means by which 
that end is to be accompliſhed muſt ap- 
pear alſo to be the moſt ſuitable to the 


end deſigned : the doctrine it enforces 
C4 | muſt 


eee 


muſt be pure and uncorrupt, agrecable 
to the divine nature, and conſiſtent with 


all his perfections: and not even in 
points of mere revelation, muſt it contra: 
dict ſuch known truths as God has dif- 
covered to us by the light of reaſon: for 
it is well obſerved, that all our intellec- 


eee en e 


he having given us that diſcernment by 
which we diſtinguiſh truth from falſe- 


hood, good from evil, poſſibilities from 


impoſſibilities. Therefore God cannot 


give us a revelation which can contradict 


the faculties by which theſe are diſcerned, 
for that would be to cohtradict himſelf: 


but, nevertheleſs, he may reveal ſuch 
things to us concerning his own nature, 


and other points, as much above our 


comprehenſion, which, tho' they lie far 


beyond our finite capacities to judge of, 


yet, as they make part of a revelation 


,  eqgtainly from him, muſt be true in 


themſelves, as much as if they lay with⸗ 
in the compaſs of our judgment. Theſt 


. are the neceſſary „ N to prove ar» 
een OY ot Sat. ler B 
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A Eetter ia a Wung Lady. 
The end for which the revelation by 
Chriſt was given, was the ſalvation of 
mankind; the reſtoring him to that per- 
fect ſtate of happineſs and immortality, 
which the Scriptures teach us, that Aan i 
loft by his diſobedience. 55 
It is certain, that whoever ſeriouſly re- 
gectz upon human nature in its preſent 
- ſtate, muſt confeſs, that it is no ways ans 
fwerable to thoſe ideas of perfection and? 
' goodneſs, which all other parts of nature 
inconteſtedly afford us. All other crea- 
tures but man, anſwer in every circum- 
ſtance, the purpoſes of their creation: we 
ſee no' ſpecies in animal or vegetable life 
which- contradi& this obſervation ; all 
throughout is regular and perfect: we 
cannot then, I think, doubt but man 
was originally ſo too, however now he is 
fallen from that ſtate. God having pe- 
culiarly diſtinguiſhed him from the reſt 
of the animal world, by giving him a 
rational ſoul, it evidently appears that he 
deſigned him for greater and better pur- 
poſes than his other creatures: he defign- 
ed undoubtedly, that the rational prin- 
eie ſhould 8 his actions; that his 
leſſer 


55 A Letter 1 4 Young Lacy. 


it; and that his will ſhould be invariably 
directed by it, to the purſuit. of that hap- 
pineſs to which he was intended: for cer - 
tainly to much happineſs was he ori- 
ginally deſigned; elſe God had not plant · 
ed in him ſuch ſtrong deſires towards it, 
or ſuch a propenſity to purſue it, * 
Ne e e 1 
But what is it we ſee inſtead of this re- 
70 en ſrene of things, where man like 
other beings, is ſuppoſed to purſue the 
great end of his creation? What is the 
reality of things? Nothing but diſorder 
and confuſion, a fatal reverſe of all the 
good which Providence could have de- 
fgned to make him happy. Inſtead of 
men acting with one uniform, conſiſtent 
behaviour, as conducted by a rational 
principle to the purſuit of their own 
good; with reverence towards God, and 
affection towards each other; we ſee 
them fatally counteracting, as it were, 
his providence, in bringing miſery on 
themſelves and others, by luſts and in- 
temperance, acts of violence and fraud, 


n * murders; turning 
the 


4 


1 Letter to Young Ln 


the beſt of men a fatal inability to purſue 
regularly that uniform conduct ſo neceſ- 
fary to true happineſs : ſome prevailing 
paoaſſion gives a wrong turn to their minds, 


and makes them do many things inconſiſt- 


ent with their own good or with their 


moral character? moſt are entirely govern- 


ed by them, and conſequently act with 
no regular principle at all: are careleſs of 
their greateſt good, yet diligent in trifles; 
are ſenſible of no duty, no intereſt: have 


nothing but a preſent gratification in 
view: and reflect not thro their whole 
lives, chat they were deſi gned for . 


or better purpoſes. | 


How ſhall we reconcile this view of | 


things with the infinite perfections of 
| bw * we e chis - to have been 
an ......4. 4 


* + Ifn man's original date i is | allowed i to 9 been 


perfect, as our preſent condition is a fallen and cor- 
rupted one; it adds à great degree of evidence to 
that account which Moſes has given us of our whole 


ſpecies being derived from the firſt human pair: for 


ſuppoſing the world to have been peopled from a ſin- 


gle 


of "happineſs and peace, into a ſcene of 
miſery and deſolation. We ſee too in 


Man s original ſtate? 80 little able are 
e to do it, that we ſhould naturally 
onclude- it -otherwiſe, had revelation 
been ſilent on that head! That by one 
e nan fin entered, into * world, and 


gin toine, deln oh int nee 
ä ok 183-0103 ce a%in 10 77 

ele pair, 2 general corninted ſtate. mud. in 8 
quence of their diſobedience, have deſcended to their 


Ae! FO er from 2 corrupted Rock. © 
1818 * Whatever Hiſfculties atten the wr 8 
gumſtances of man's fall, as related by Moſes, yet 
the general intent and purport of that revelation is 
vety clear and intelligible, and the whole we are con- 
cerned to underſtand may be reconciled. to our beſt 
apprehenſions of God. The man and woman are 
both placed in a happy immortal ſtate : their life and 
every bleſling of it, is the free gift of God. The 
Sonditions on which they hold this ſtate are a per- 
fect unerring obedience : but what are they to do, to 
ive proof af this obedience, ſince, in their ſolitary 
fituation, they could have no room for the exerciſe of 
moral duties, or any temptation to deviate from them? 
Why, God in lieu of theſe, tô try and exerciſe their 
obedience, gives them õne poſitive command, and 
forewarns them of the penalty of their tranſgreffion : 
but nevertheleſs they are tempted. to tranſgreſs it, 
and fall; and are turned out from that happy ſtate; 
; and they are left to all the conſequences of their wil- | 
ful diſobedience. There is nothing in all this incon - 
ſiſtent with God's wiſdom and goodneſs. Whatever 
the command conſiſted in, alters not the matter: in 
17 one 


. death. n the ſum of what 
that teaches us, both in regard to man's 


fall, and of its miſerable conſequences 


upon human nature. —Miſerable indeed ! 
To ſee a creature of ſo excellent a nature, 
and ſeemingly, ſuited to the enjoyment 
of a happy ſtate, made ſubject to ſo many 


| infirmities both of body and mind, to ſo 


many wants and. neceſſities, and to ſo 
much pain and miſery: to ſee a creature 


indued with ſuch large, extenſive, rational 
powers for the diſtinguiſhing that which 
is its chief good, and what is beſt and 


moſt ſuitable to its nature, under natural 
incapacities to purſue that end, and be- 

coming the vaſſal and drudge to fin thro' 
the. prevalence of the animal affections, 


and following that which is moſt averſe 
{2 to the end of his being, and the moſt * 4 


one rde however it was 98 th nature, as 
obedience to it required the full exerciſe of their ra- 
tional powers over the appetites of their bodies; and 


in that light was ſuitable to their nature as rational 


"beings, And taking this poſitive command as in- 
- tended to ſupply the room of moral duties, which 
| they had neither opportunity to practiſe or tranſgteſs, 
It is no more inconſiſtent with God's goodneſs to 

? puniſh the tranſgreſſion of it, than that of any moral 


duty. 5 
ſtructiye N 


Alu uu nun Lady. 
ſtructive of his happineſs 3 and theſe Nas 
tural incapacities, with theſe propenſities 
io in, all aggravated. by the..prevalenge 
of cuſtom, ill example and bad education, 
the acquired vices of the age; by idolatry 

and falſe religion, or elſe a ſuperſtitious 
worſhip in a true one: and to conclude 
this melancholy view, to: behold this 
noble creature (for ſuch he is even in his 
fall) at laſt, after à ſhort life of pain and 
miſery, devoted finally to death, and even 
that made more painful to him by his 
fore knowledge of it; which embitters 
all the good his fallen ſtate has left him to 

enjoy! Can we look on man in this light, 
and not hope for God's interpoſing mercy 

in his favour; nor ſee that his recovery 
from this miſerable ſtate; is no more than 
what his goodneſs and wiſdom have taught 
us to expect? If we cannot; if the inſi- 
nite perfections of God teach us to expect 
this; then the end for which Chriſt came 
into the world being to redeem mankind 
from this ſtate, there can lie no reaſonable 
objection to W er upon dus us 
count. 5 


n. 


Letter to a Young Lady. 
Secondly; The ſecond requilite to prove 
this a true revelation from God, was, * 
that the means were ſuch as were fitteſt 
and moſt n to: anſwer the eu de- 
Hooks: 9 
Thee end An was the falvation: of 
mankind from that general ſentence of 
death, to which Adam and his whole poſ- 


terity, in conſequence of it, were con- 


demned, and reſtoring them to that ſtate 
of perfect and endleſs bliſs which was 
forfeited by his diſobedience. 


It is plain, from the account which 
Maſe has left us, that Adam was not in 
his perfect ſtate, by nature, immortal; but 
0 hy that he would have been ſo, by the 


. The almighty 20 of God 7 us not to 
doubt but that he might have reſtored mankind to their 
former perfe& ſtate, by other means than ſending his 
Son into the world for that purpoſe ; but that does not 
affect the certainty of his having choſen this method. 
| There are many circumſtances in the natural world 
which we do not ſee the reaſon of, neither can we 


judge, why the ſame ends they produce might not have 


been anſwered by other means; but nevertheleſs we 
rightly conclude, that as the whole is the work of in- 

finite wiſdom, That has choſen in the formation of it 
ſuch means as are moſt ſuitable to the end Why 


ſhould we not think as fayourable of the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation ? | 


grace ; 


47 


_ \ grace and. gifs. of God; bad be continus 
: bo In. his obedience. 7 vi 
From this. conſideration it, naturally 
1 that AS immortality could. 
be ſecured, by a perfect, unerring obedi- 
ence, 00 4 that ſtate he recoy me 


It wy not 1 added, even to one as 
1 0 inexperienced in human nature, a 
yourſelf, that the beſt, muſt fall ſhort of 
_- fulfilling theſe conditions; and conſe- 
1 . quently that man can do nothing of him- 
85 ſelf towards reinſtating himſelf in that 
eſtate: which Adam loſt by his trauſgreſ- 
fon. But what man could not do for 
himſelf, that God did for him, b y lending 
his Son into "the world ; ; who TEES 1 
mediator, by his death, of. a new core 
nannt, which inſtead of making i immortal 
|  - Life the reward only of an wunerripg,. pers 
„ obedience, gave it freely to all who 
5 would! accept it thro repentance and faith 
in Jeſas Chriſt. | 
We cannot but has ohne the . 
dom of God in both 9 "Of 
—=—_ Adam in, his FS, exalted ate, þ EC: re. 
= "ON quired | 


- 
* 
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dience: to his pofterity "In their fallen, 
corrupted” Rate, He offets his lee nt 
vonditions more ſuitable to it; he abc pts 
of their e endeavours,” is” obediehde, "and 
Lives them the promiſe of Leeinal WE "on 
the caly terms of 4 filicere repentance 285 
faith in his ſon Jeſus Chriſt.” 8d Hatt 
means for attaining immortality, are now 
as much in out dn Tower, a8 they werd 
in that of our firſt parents. 5 
Nor can we leſs admire his Wiſdom in 
this diſpenſation; in that he has ſo effec- 


tually vindicated the purity of his Nature, 
and His inflexible Juſtice, in accept 


of no leſs atonement for the fins of man- 
Kind than the ſacrifice of his Sen oi the 
croſs: for by this, his unalterable hatred 
to ſin, as well as his infinite love to man- 
kind, is fo clearly manifeſted, that infinite 


Juſtice and mercy are fully Teconciled; ad 
"the latter exalted to the higheſt degree | 


without the leaſt impairing or diminution 


of che formet! Neither thro” any other 
means, could grace have been offered to 


| mankind, Which could ſo effeQually have 
 diſdbiragad is, chan theſe which God 
„ D made 


halted" a fixed, 'pEpetull, het hs 3 


as unn eee eee | 
pardod might have had fatal effects; har 
made them kareleſs and remiſs in theit 
ces have given dem wrong n- 
tions of the merey of God, derogatory % 
che periey af his nature; and made tem 
prefinne on his lenity to their deſtr1 
Aud on the other hand, bac pladdithe- 
Conditions of eternal life ſtill dependant 
on heit oπ Works, would haye made 
the death of Chriſt of no effect, and ſtill 
Je 1 rigor of Anme 
tion,” - But making them de- 
e — — 
and the merits of his death, anſwers, as 
I baye obſerved, all thoſe ends which in- 
fmiſe e n eee wis dif- 
; penſation. ie 110 
That 20 means taaight be left; that 
Soul further this end; that idolatry,” 
Nition, and vice, might be driven 
i out of che world; Chriſt made the fulleſt 
and cleareſt diſcoyeries of God, his moral 
| Perfections, and his gracious purpoſes and 
conduct towards mankind, that could po- 
by be: he taught them his law, 
che pnercing. and N lau of 
tighte- 


5 % 2 
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— Aetna Young lady. 
_ tighdeowſnc@and truth, in the moſt per- 
fect manner the moral obligation they 
laꝝ undes to obſervo it and. ſtrengthenedt 
and enforced the obſervance of it with the 
ſanction -of eternal; rewards .and/puniſh- 
ments: to add to all, for an encourage - 
ment to the practice of a virtuous, religi- 
| buslife, he promiſed the aſſiſting influence 
of: his Holy” Spirit, to all who Gncerely : 
deficed and endeavoured to attain it. 
I uill not either ſpend your time or my 
down, in endeavouring to prove, what even 
ite worſt enemies have acknowledged, 
that the moral doctrines of Chriſt are moſt 
excellent, and worthy of God; nor ſhall. 
JLenter into the more myſterious points 
of this revelation, any farther than to aſ- 
ſert, that there are none that contradict 
any known truths, that are diſcovered by 
the light of reaſon. Some few indeed 
are inexplicable; but they are ſo by bear- 
isg telation to ſubjects much beyond our 
finite capacities z ſuch are the divinity of 
the: Son, his incarnation, the merits of 
his ſatisfaction; the perſon and office of, | 
the Holy Spirits and the reſurrection of 
the 5 Which we can have no- 
21815 1 


thing but our own 1gnorabce to oppoſe to, 
till we know the pure eſſence af God, as 
well as gur own nature, can fathom; his 
eternal wiſdom, and eomprehend all the 
ſeyeral laws by Which he governs, both 
. the-moral and natural world: apd;there- 
forte we ought not, on that account, 
reject a revelation, which, in all things 
beſides, is proved. ſo excellent, and ſo 
worthy of God. Hos i 
But although this revelation is proved 

in every circumſtance worthy of Gad, y 

that is not ſufficient evidence, of, itſe 
. .that it comes from God. denen. 
and other great philoſophers amongſt the 
aäangtients, have delivered many important 
= truths relating to the Deity, to, religion, 
and a future ſtate, not unworthy of a 
divine revelation :, yet no one Aral 

hat either Socrates or the reſt, 3 were co 

miſfioned by God to tesch them, Dor. gi 
they, pretend themſelyes to any cor l 
ſion from him. 1 There muſt there ore 
h be ſufficient evidence. that the p*rlon... who 
pretends. to a, divine commiſlion, is 18 ſent 
from God, before he ought to be x ccived 
"alt the n he gives, | e © 5 


— a0 


bo perfe&t and worthy of him from whom 
it is preſumed to come. And there are 
but tere ways this evidence can be made 
latisfactory; either by foretelling future 
events, Which depend on contingencies, 
which none but infinite knowledge can 
polſibly foreſee; or elſe by performing 
uch miracles as no power leſs than that 
of God can poſſibly effect. On the other 
hand, a perſon who aſſumes the character 

of a meſſen ger from God, and has the 
* of producing ſuch credentials, 
ought to be received as ſuch, by all to 
whom he is ſent; provided his doctrine, 
"an no one circumſtatice, denies any known 
" trath, and is agreeable to the goodneſs 
- and wiſdom. of God in all reſpects. 

The evidence which our Saviour Jeſus 

cba gave that he came from God; in 
both kinds, is ſuch as no art could coun- 
terfeit; ; no human ability, I may ſay, no 
| nite power, was able to accompliſh. 

In regard to Prophecy: his knowledge 

7 Ie future events was fo determinate and 
exact, ſo much above the powers of any 
: finite being, that it is impoſſible, when 
3 we”. toplger' the many various inſtances 
er 1 he 


he gave of his fore knowledge of go 
tingent events, 5:6) ſuch as had no de · 
gn natural cauſes, hut gvere to 
de ededed by the fre agency of mau. 
the natural courſe of their conduct; hut 
_ derived::this knowledge from no other 
ſource than from the unerting wiſdom of 
God himſelf. One ee two will 
hoe fully ſatis factory. $ Nady fs % 1th 
That he ſhould e ent bens 
the malice of the eus was -an-event, 
which the knowledgę of their hatred to 
attempts upon his life before, might give 
him juſt ground of reaſon ta apprehend : 
it was a probable event. But that the 
rulers of the Jeu ſhould chuſe ta have 
_ «him condemned to the death of -the-crofs, 
a Roman puniſhment, rather than to ſtone 
him themſelves, ageording ta their:-own 
law againſt blaſphemy, and inſtead of 
that, ſhould deliver him up to the Roman 
8 governor ta be tr ied and condemned by 
5 that one of 17 oun diſeiples ſhould 
I ** 
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betray” hind, another deny kim, and all 
foiſake kim; were! circumſtunces at that 
ume e little probable to happen, that 
the fore knowiedge of chem was greatly 
beyond ener, . * 
nen. Moot 4198} d. Ibn 
>vxMubdithes inſtance of e ſame kind. 
was his foretelling, and ſo minutely de · 
ſeribing the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and 
the final diſſolution of the Jews/b ſtatb: 
an event at that time moſf improbable; 
the Few? living then in peaceable ſubjec- 
tion to the Roman government, and Herad, 
the Fetrarch, being particulatly favqured 
dt the Romas court, Vet this prophecy 
was fv literally fulfilled, that it rather 
Jooks' like the relation of a paſt event 
N of one Wc lating 
"Core! 
Tet what ſtill rs clearly evidenced 
the truth of his divine commiſſion, or to 
"ſpeak mort truly, his Divinity, was, that 
certain knowledge he had of mens moſt 
[inward and Tecret thoughts, which \need- 
ed no utterance of "ſpeech for communi- 
eating them to him. Many remarkable 
"inftances'vf this kind occur” in the -goſ- 
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Joby 37 


= vii. 
an. ix. 


Ore 1 18 0 ach when. — wer 0 
his evidenge. of his divinity; ſaid, Now 
e erbat thou, Anauugſi all-things,. 

ncedgſi nat. that any man ſhould a 
A By this; us believe; that chen ca- 


derth Aten God. 233 it}! 245 $335 $8, 1 0 
d the evidence from Prophecy. does 


#84 by no mean; reſt, here: the teſtimony of 


his divin SCE n from thence, has a 
more ſure foundation in che Promhets of 
the Old. Teſtament; who have all, from 
Ms fo. down to the return _ the 8 


2 4 


— wütneld to. his by; deſeribs 
ing prophetically, the character, office, 
birth, Tufferings, ; and death of the Ma 

o particularly, as perfectly to agree in 
every, circumſtance with his life, en | 
their full completion in it. . 


* The moſt remarkable and 1 Fall 


| phecies relating to him were delivered by 
Lelab before, and by Daniel after, the 

captivity : : the, latter, marking out the 
exact time of his appearance, and of his 
Heath, (chat by the, prediginn, the Jeut 
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might know when to expect their Meſtab) 
and fixing the period of their ſtate, from 
the return from Babylon to its final diſſo- 
lution: the former, as particularly pre- 
dicting his miraculous birth, his humilia- 
tion, his ſufferings and death, and deſerl- 
bing eycry minute circumſtance, relating 
to it with an hiſtorical niceneſo, which 
nothing but the fore- knowledge of God: 
could have made him capable of. David Fal. ii. 
alſo, in the twenty ſecond-Pfalm, enlarg- 
ing on his pwn diſtreſſes and the injurious | 
treatment he met with from his enemies, 
allegorizes his on ſufferings in ſuch 
terms, as make them a literal deſcription | 
of our Saviour's ſufferings upon the croſs. 
But this is not the only Pſalm wherein 
that king, who himſelf, in ſome circum- 
ſtances of his life, was ſuppoſed to be 
the type of Jeſus Chriſt, had given, under 
his own perſon, very clear and diſtin 
predictions both of the Me oa and his 
kingdom. 
Now when we lay all the e 


from prophecy together, both in regard 
of what our Saviour delivered himſelf, and | 


ht WE prophets had delivered concern- 
ing 


_..: MY" for a rev 


3 — makes it. 50 8 gur * f 42815 
is Secondly, In regard toMiractes the 
- de which our Saviour gave from 


5 1 Hay bech öbhected tothe evidence ariſing from 
miratles; that de ie difficult to ſay = what a teal mi- 
wele is,] and-therefore, that they are not ſo ſatisfac» 
a revelation coming from God, as 
is commonly in ed. But this objeQion, | thin 
n of n we i it, Even if we define a miracle only to 
vs d which id abor# the Beth natural powers of 
wan to eſfed : a curing blindneſt by à word, raiſing 
the dead, and ſo on: for — are above natural 
powers, they muſt be the oper eicher of 2 
ö evil fpititudl beings, if not Her fel. if of g 
they would not give their affiffatice to What fly, 
bath good and true ; they would not make uſe" of 
| their ſuperior powers to eſtabliſh a fraud in the name 
of God: if of evil ſpirits, we, cannot ſuppoſe that 
God would permit them to exett ſuch powers in his 
name ; or indeed would they be willing to do it for 
ſuch ends, which if effected mult deſtroy, as our ba- 
viour declares, what is in ſcripture termed heir king- 
dom, their dominion over mankind. It is therefore 
of no great conſequence, whether our Saviour's mi- 
racles were the effects of a finite or infinite ſuperna- 
tural power, ſince if God was not the immediate 
agent, yet they were wrought either by his permiſſion 
or appointment. But ſome of them, as I have ob- 
| ſerve, were of uch A nature; 2s no power inferior 


to dat of God could poſſibly effect. 


thencs 


amn, 
net eee, 


racles he wrought, being ſuch ac were be 


yond any power, but that of the God of 
unture, to perform. He, by = fingls 
word, cured the ſick, healed bodily; infir- 
mities, reſtored the lame and blind to 
their limbs and fight, lunaticks to- their 


priderſtandinigs,” raiſed the dead, difpaſs | 


ſeſſed men of eyil ſpirits, . (who moſt pro» 
bably were permitted at that time: to e- 
ert. an unuſual power over ſome mem, in 
order to convinte the world by their ſub· 
jection to hi word, that they had no pow? 
ers byt what were ſubjected to the yncon+ 
troulable power of God, and to refute the 
*exfytny of his enemies, who aſcribed 


His miracles to the agency of evil ſpirits 5) 


and all theſe miracles: were wrought, not 
ſeldom, or in ſecret, or at fixed times, 
ur in any method that could renfonably 
create ſuſpicion; hut in the midſt af hun- 
dreds of people, gathered together to hear 
his doctrine, or receive his divine aſſiſt- 
"ance; in the publick ways, and upon 
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enemies a8 wel! as | 


or 80 diſe 


em "OS, untochim: in rom "Sf 
iends; before them 

d him merely t to enſnare him, 
fei impoſition or fra 
that. might bk he 4; diſcovery, Shen 
the undeceiving the people, and the bring - 
ing; him to juſtice-as a deluder and im 


ho followe dh 


Pcſtor. «Bat ſo far, it is evident, hs 


they from maki ing any ſuch diſcoveries, 
that the miracles he wrought, were ſo'a ap- 
parently the works of a ſupernatural pow- 
er, that they could not deny it, but choſe 
rather to attribute them to the operation 
of evil. ſpirits, than to that holy one, 
Which if allowed, they would have con · 


| ſequently cknowledged * to be che 


. 


It is . that r frauds 2nd 
impoſtures have been cartied on fo art- 

. Fully, that it has been very difficult to 
diſcover the cheat; and that an ignorant 
and undiſcerning multitude are eafily im- 
poſed on in many inſtances ; many diſ- 
orders have been counterfeited, diſtor- 
tions of the limbs, blindneſs, deafheſs, 
„ and lunacies, to give credit 
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were manifeſtiꝝ the works, of f le 

tural. agency, they ey give: cred to thoſe 

.of a more doubtful nature. Of this | kin 

þ Mas t the miracle which opt leg twice 
wrought in the wilderneſs, in, feeling ja 

-hyogry multitude, to the number.of 7 
veral thouſands, upon _two..loayes .; 

"few. ſmall, Ach, the. ſcanty provifion mal 

for himſelf and-followers..;, This A 

1 of, that nature, as was not 
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e to be wrought by any ſupernatural 
. power, but that of God, for. it, 172 
effected by an act of. Creation, of w high 
ng finite, created being can be th 5 
acapable.;; nog, could it he the elfec of | 
fraud or — I For, the particular cir- 
+ cumſtances cf. it excuſe all, poſſibilry of 
Auch an — 1 multitude muſt be 
ae whether they really had ſufficient 
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5 to-impoſe, by: a falſe miracle, 
on the work: in favour of our Saviouts 
a Think of the three ind (ances given of 


* this kind, there, are no circumſtances that 
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ep ns yet where there is a aud 
poſſibility, / it does net amount to that 
cettainty of evidence which” is or my 
purpoſe: but the one I am no about 
nidntion, Hes all that certainty 1; want, and 
is the moſt tindeiable” teſtimony of 
divine agency, that God could poſſibly 
give; I mean the e en 
r 1% Yo tt N 3 
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ther appear abſurd, "that 3 FEY 


s power to raiſe the dead, his own reſurrec- 
tion 
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I it!:carries/-a-liztle- doubt; that” the Ras 
lers who procured:a guard for the-ſepuls 
: hre, — with . n to 
— 322 the — 

1 laid within it: common pru- 
1 dence required it, as well as the other 
they had taken. 80, that 
Laut was realy. dend and band in the 
"cautions: bare pat beyond all — 
„ 267 206052411 v4 (foley 
ven Now — find, notwithſtanding all 
theſe precautions againſt either fraud or 
violence, the body miſſing early in the 
morning . the n day; the guard, 
ane, hip. 360 een SpA 


Aionthould — 1 bat fe will be removed if 

- Saviour's. own declaration on it is but 

| « That God bad given bim power both to In dawn bs 
. and to take it up again,” and that therefore his 
reſurrection ſhould be looked on as Ae 1 of 
"that your in himſelf, * | ; 
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gave no ſatisfactory account how it Was 
removed ; nor does it appear that the 
Nulers took any farther notice of its re- 
moval, than to caution the guard not to 
alarm the people with their ſuſpicions, or 


give out, that it was ſtolen whilſt they 
were aſleep. Had they really had reaſon 
for that ſuſpicion, it had been caſy for 
them, by ſeizing on the diſciples; to have 
got at the truth; but their conduct 
ſhaws; that they nave awd cfduqpicing 
into it. It is true that the evidence for 
the reſurrection depends ſolely on the 
teſtimony of his diſciples; he having ap- 
peared to none but them; all that the 
rulers or the guard could know; being; 
that the body in fact was gone. But the 


teſtimony that theſe were enabled to give 


was ſuch a one, that his appearing to the 
whole Sanbedrim could not have added 
any weight to it; for the point they bore 
witneſs to was ſingle matter of fact, 


that they had ſeen Jeſus alive ſince his 


40 crucifixion,” and. ſuch 2 one, that they 
1 could not be deceived in; for 
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the circumſtances” of their flight, but to 
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like a Vilion ot ſpirit, bit 15 ſeveral Us; 
converſed with him frequently,” - has 
him, touched him, ſaw the wounds in 
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they did n not "fee him 0 y momenirarly, 


His hands and fide; eat and drank with 


him, and at laſt ſaw him carried up into 


Heaven from them. Now here was no 


5 room or poſlibility of being deceived; 


jeir ſenſes muſt apprize them of the 


reality of the fa& : all that can be ſuſ- 
pected i is, that they wilfully combined to 


impoſe on others. But whoever reflects on 


what theſe poor men ſuffered in conſe- 
querice of their bearing witneſs to it, and 


ze ſteddineſs amidſt” the greateſt trials 


they ſhewed in their perſeverance to atteſt 
it, cannot think ſo uncharitably of them; 
eſpecially as moſt of them at laſt laid 
down their lives in witneſs of its truth, 


the greateſt proof _ OO give egen 


fincerity. 
But God did not let whe A 6b 


his Son's reſurrection even reſt here; but 
continued that ſcene of miracles; in con- 


firmation of it, which his Son had begun 
in evidence of his own miſſion, adding to 
5 miraculous powers given to the 
_ of Apoſtles, 
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Apoſtles, the gift 3 ngues, or the en- 
abling them to ſpeak. all manner of lan- 
| gu; es. This, as It was the moſt neceſ- 
ſary, ſo i it was. the moſt inconteſtable | 
Wer, that God could give them. They 5 
TH: no flight could counterfeit a power £1 | 7 
this nature, nor could it be acquired by 
any application, between the time of 
Chriſt s aſcenſion and the feaſt of Pente- 
colt. Every one knows the difficulty « of 
learning a fingle foreign language, even 
to the beſt capacity ; and what applica- 
tion and labour they require; much 
greater to ſuch illiterate men as the Apoſ- 
tles, and impracticable indeed altogether 
in their circumſtances ; z, how much more 
fo to. acquire a great variety; A They 
fie had it then from God or r not at all: 
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infamy and contempt ; N yet we find by 
riſked their whole credit upon its reality, 
and gave by it ſuch an undeniable evi- 
dence to the truth of Chriſt's reſurretion, 
AS brought them no leſs than 1 three thou- 
ſand, converts in one day. e ee 
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Here reſts the evidence whith God 
as rel by miracles, to the Chriſtian | 


Nauen it Chriſt preaches the 


to mankind, as ſent from God, and ene 
firms his e miſſion by a ſeries of mit. 
pacles; 3 he ſuffers death upon the crofs,. 

iſes again, is ſeen for forty days, at Hi 
| ferent times, by all his Aiſciples ; ; orders 
hem to preach his word, and bear wit- 
neſs to his reſurrection; gives them the 
ſame miraculous powers he himſelf had 
exerciſed, in confirmation of that truth, 
with the additional one "of ſpeaking in 


languages : : this they undertake with all 
_ confidence and boldneſs, preach the goſpel 
and reſurrection to all nations, aſſiſted by 


theſe powers, in defiance of all human 
authority ; patiently ſuffer perſecutions 
and afflictions of all kinds, in teſtimony 
of the truth; and finally lay down their 


2 lives with chearfulneſs, rather than even be 


| they! had taught concerning it,” 


filent upon it, much leſs menen what 
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As to what doubts may be raiſed | con- 


crrnlag: the genuineneſs of the hiſtorical 


books of the New Teſtament, that they 


Poſſbly wy not have Ew Written by 


the 
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the authors whaſe names they bear, this 
is ſufficient anſwer: they were all written, 
during the lives of ſore. or other af the 
Apoſtles; were received then, as genuine, 
by all Chriſtiang in general of thoſe times, 
and were never diſputed by their enemies, 
either Jeu or Gentila; ſo that now their 
eredit can reaſonably be injured by no 
ſuſpicions, | but what muſt deſtroy. the 
certainty of al hiſtorical evidence whatſo- 
ever... 

+ Whoever coolly and, impartially ſets 
upon examining thus into the“ evi- 
2 internal and external, which the 


40 


* This ſhort fammary of We Eriba for Chriſti- 
anity i is far from being offered as compleat, or what a 
Chriſtian ought to reſt fatisfied with. The only de- 
ſign of this abſtract of it was, to raiſe a proper atten- 
tion, and, from ſeeing ſo fair a proſpeR for a reaſon- 
able conviction, to create a deſire in the mind.of the 
young reader to purſue it, (by carefully examining 
into the Scriptures, and taking the aſſiſtance of our 
deſt writers for underſtanding them) till it find rea- 
ſon to reſt ſatisfied in that certainty. of evidence the 
whole produces, and on which a rational faith can 

only be founded. If this defi ign be anſwered, it is 
ſufficient. ' What farther this abſtract is deficient in, 
is alteady ſupplied by the writings of 8 
| worthy men upon this ſubject, , 


RY 2 Chriſti- 
7 


9 


: — ebe ic truth, will 
finally be brought to the neceſſity, either 
of/acknowledging/it to come from God, 
or: elſe be drawn into: concluſions ab- 
ſurd and impious: for if it is poſſible 
chat a een en revelation may carry all 
the marks of a true one, both as to its 
Morel excellence and external evidence, 
. this place mankind under an ab- 
late and inevitable neceſſity of being 
deceived? And does that agree with the 
juſtice or goodneſs of God? Or can it 
be thought conſiſtent with his wiſdom to 
N ſuffer a fraud or impoſture to bear the 
ſame degree of evidence, which a reve- 
lation from bimſelk is capable of, bearing? 
W. herefore, as no. human conjectures es can 
overturn the evidence, which God hath 8 
been pleaſed to give us for the Chriſtian 
Tevelation, it is moſt. highly reaſonable 
10 admit this for a true revelation 
which, ſo far from contradicting any one 
known attribute of God, raifes and exalts 
| them to the greateſt height, and, what 
ĩs moſt deſirable, reconciles them to each 
other in a manner which no nen rea. 

e can gainſax. 
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A De lr to o Young E 2 | 
I habe n finiſhed my intended pur- 
poe; or, to ſpeak more truly, I Ra 
done more; my fi deſign being 
obly to collect 4 few uſeful hints 
for your better underſtanding that Inſti- 
tution of our Saviour, which you are 
ſoon to partake of: but when I had gone 
ſo far, and inſiſted ſo much on a lively 


faith in Chriſt, and ih the benefits of his 


death, as a neceſſary qualification to a 


worthy receiving of the Communion; I 


thought, if not at preſent, it might here- 
after (tho' you could, from your educa- 
tion, have received no prejudices againſt 
the Chriſtian religion) be of ſome ſatis- 
faction to you, when you were inclined 


to inquire into it, to find, that the faith * 
you have been bred up in, and profeſs,” - 


is ſuch as is wholly conſiſtent with the 
beſt and pureſt notions of God, and 
that it is a reaſonable religion, founded in 
truth, and worthy on all accounts the 
attention of every wiſe perſon ; that it is 
ſach a one, that we may reſt ſecurely our 
whole ſafety and happineſs upon, making 
it the rule and director of our lives, de- 
pending on it, as our unerring guide to 
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